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Forum around the World 

More than 85,000 copies of each issue of English Teaching 

Forum are distributed in more than130 countries. 





Forum in South Africa 



Forum in Mexico 



Forum in Indonesia 



Forum for Dessert 



Forum 50th-Anniversary Activities Worldwide 

 

  Mexico – roundtable discussions and bimonthly seminars based on Forum 

 

 Indonesia – workshop on how to write an article for publication 

 

 Egypt – Forum appreciation workshops on using Forum in teaching 

 

 Nepal – reception and workshops on writing articles for Forum 

 

 Tanzania – training seminar featuring Forum  

 

 Guinea – activities-based workshop on Forum 

 

 … and many more to come! 

 





  Celebrating 50 Years of Forum  

 A look back:  the history of Forum 

 What’s inside? 

 Accessing Forum: finding articles and resources 

 Making the Feature Article work for you 

 Classroom Activities and ‘The Lighter Side’ 

 Submitting an article to Forum 



March 1963 
First English Teaching 

Forum published 



Winter 1966 
Records included in an  

issue for the first time 



1972 
Special 10th 

Anniversary 

crossword puzzle 



1976 
 FORUM gets 

a new 
nameplate 



1976 
“The Lighter Side” 

is introduced 



1987 
FORUM’s 25th 

anniversary 



1994 
FORUM goes online 



2000 
A new nameplate 



2001 
Interview with Diane 

Larsen-Freeman 



2006 
Debut of  

the current 

nameplate 



2006 
Special issue on 

teaching young 

learners 



Special issue 

on lesson plans 

2007 



 

 

 

 
 Since its launch in 1963, English Teaching 

Forum has published: 

 more than 3,060 articles 

 about 2,750 authors 

 articles from 139 countries 

 



2012 
50th anniversary 



What’s  

inside? 

Articles by teachers 
 

• Methodology 

• Classroom ideas 

• Professional development 

Feature Article 

• Text and photos related to  

issue’s theme 

Classroom Activities 

• Multiple levels 

The Lighter Side 

• Games and puzzles 



Forum Online: forum.state.gov 

englishprograms.state.gov             americanenglish.state.gov 



Forum Online: forum.state.gov 

How to 

submit an 

article 



How to 

subscribe to 

the print 

version 



Forum Online: forum.state.gov 

Contact the 

Forum team 

Collaborate 

on Facebook 





Option 1: Browse Recent Issues 



  Browsing an Issue 



Option 2: Browse by Year 

 

 



Option 3: Browse by Topic 

What Forum topics or keywords might you search for? 

 

Share your ideas in the chat box. 



Tips for Searching Forum Online 



  Search Results 

 



 

 

 

 

The Feature Article:  Making It Work for You 

Topics include: 

 Growing our own food 

 Urban gardening 

 Eco-friendly gardening 

 The White House garden 



The Feature Article 

 Provides background knowledge about the theme 

 Four components:  text, pictures, glossary, websites 

 Helpful for developing cultural awareness 

 Examples:  American football, Chicago, eco-gardening trends 

 Helpful when preparing to use/adapt Forum Classroom Activities 

 

 You can create your own classroom activities using the 

Feature Article 

 

 

 

 



 Feature Article: Text 

 The Feature Article is usually around 10 pages long 

 Level:  upper intermediate to advanced 

 Too much to photocopy for a large class! 

 

 Adapt the text to suit your needs 

 Shorten the text 

 Use pieces of the text to create an activity 

 Create a simplified text 

 

 Activities can include skills beyond reading… 
 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 Eco-Friendly Gardening Jigsaw 

Materials:  

Feature Article clips, information grid, pencils 
 

1. Break class into five groups  

 

 
 

 

2. Give each group a piece of the   
Feature Article 

 

3. Each group reads their piece and 
discusses: 

 What is the eco-problem? 

 What eco-friendly advice is given? 

 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



 

 

 

 

 

 Eco-Friendly Gardening Jigsaw 

4. Hand out information grids 

5. Groups complete the grid 

with their own information 

 

 

 

 

ECO-GARDENING  INFORMATION GRID 

Problem Advice 

1. 

2.  

3. 

4. 

5. 

ECO-GARDENING  INFORMATION GRID 

Problem Advice 

1. Chemical pesticides 
and fertilizers can 

hurt the environment 

Try chemical-free 
gardening; use compost to 

improve soil and use helpful 
insects to stop pests 

2.  

3. 

4. 

5. 



 Eco-Friendly Gardening Jigsaw 

6. Next, groups count off 1-5 
 

7. Groups move to new station 
based on number 

 

8. Mixed groups share information 
to complete the problem and 
advice grid 

 

9. Groups decide which piece of 
advice they think is most useful, 
then the whole class discusses 
outcomes 

 Extension idea: Class projects 
related to eco-gardening 

 

 

 

 

1. 2. 3. 

4. 5. 

Groups before move 

1 2 

3 4 

5 

1 2 

3 4 

5 

1 2 

3 4 

5 

1 2 

3 4 

5 

1 2 

3 4 

5 

1. 2. 3. 

Groups after move 

4. 5. 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

2 

2 2 

2 

2 3 

2 3 

3 

3 

4 

4 4 

4 

4 5 

5 5 

5 

5 

What skills does this activity involve? 



1. Teacher shares 
information about the 
history of the White 
House garden  

 

2. Students write 
descriptions of or draw 
and describe important 
gardens in their life, 
neighborhood, or 
country 

 

 

 

  Important Gardens 



  Other Activity Ideas for the Text 

 Class debate over pros and cons of eco-gardening 

 

 Garden planning task  

 Students compare types of gardening (food, decorative) 

and design and present their own gardens using a poster 

 

 

 



 Feature Article: Pictures 

How could you use pictures in 

a lesson?   

 

A few ideas:   

 Prediction tasks 

 Writing prompts 

 Create interest for 

Classroom Activities 

 Caption writing 

 Picture dictation pairs 

 



  

 Pre-reading activities 

 “Find your match” networking game 

 Flash cards or “Memory” games 

 Word searches – find the word in 

context in the article  

 Scrambles and puzzles 

 Connect to Forum Classroom Activities 

 

 

 

 Feature Article: Glossary 



   Feature Article: Web Resources 

 Learn more yourself 

 Find extra materials, ones that are: 

 Better suited to your context 

 Level-appropriate 

 

 Project-based learning 

 Webquests 

 Scavenger hunt (example on Ning) 

 Web research presentations 

 

 



kidsgardening.org – Lesson Ideas 

Be creative with the Feature Article and its resources!   
 

You know what works best in your classroom.   



Classroom Activities 

o Short stand-alone activities 

o 3 activities in each issue 

o Targeted for a  specific 

level 

o Able to be adapted for 

other levels 

o Related to the theme 



The History of Classroom Activities 





 Level 

 Time Required 

 Goals 

 Materials 

 Preparation 

 Procedures 



Teachers are gardeners. They 

cannot make a flower bloom,  

but they can help it grow. 

Are teachers really gardeners? 

In what way are teachers similar to gardeners? 



Teachers are gardeners. 

 

Is this a metaphor? 

 

What is a metaphor? 

 

Share some other examples of metaphors in the chatbox. 



Garden 

Vocabulary 
 

  

 Roots 

 Flowers 

 Soil 

 Branches 

 Insects 

 Bees 

 Rain 

 Water 

 Sunlight 

 Weeds 

 Gardener 

 Vegetables 

In the chat box: 

brainstorm gardening 

vocabulary 





Describe your word  

in the chat box.  
Please type your word  

before the description. 

Match your location to the word  

in the same color 







Classroom Activities 

Level Topic Target 

Language/ 

Skill 

Activities 

 

Upper 

Beginner 

Knitted 

clothing 

vocabulary 

Wh questions Brainstorming, 

vocabulary 

building, 

writing, interviews 

Intermediate Knitting 

circles 

Paragraph 

organization 

Pre-reading 

activation, 

reading, 

organizing 

paragraphs 

Advanced Knitting 

idioms 

Idioms Brainstorming & 

vocabulary 

building, defining 

idioms, dialogue 

writing 



Classroom Activities  

Level Topic Target 

Language/ 

Skill 

Activities 

 

Beginner Go fish game Numbers  Review 

vocabulary, play a 

vocabulary review 

game 

Intermediate Fish stories Exaggeration 

(superlatives, 

idioms) 

 

Reading, speaking 

(fluency), and 

listening 

Advanced Marine 

debris 

(environment) 

Interviewing 

skills 

Vocabulary 

building, 

preparing & 

conducting 

interviews,  

creating action 

campaign 

materials  



Level Topic Target 

Language/ 

Skill 

Activities 

 

Upper 

Beginner 

Growing 

flowers 

Simple present 

tense, third 

person “s” 

Putting words in 

order, putting 

sentences in order 

Intermediate Gardening 

board game 

Present perfect Play gardening 

game, speaking 

Upper 

Intermediate

/Advanced 

Gardening 

metaphors 

Using 

metaphors 

Brainstorming, 

making 

comparisons, 

writing, peer 

review  

Classroom Activities 



Classroom Activities 

Level Topic Target 

Language/ 

Skill 

Activities 

 

Upper 

Beginner/ 

Intermediate 

Creating 

sentences 

(game) 

Sentence 

structure 

Building sentences 

with word cards 

Intermediate Bowling 

instructions 

Imperatives,  

giving 

instructions 

Vocabulary 

building, listening, 

putting sentences 

in order 

Intermediate Bowling alley 

food 

Listening 

comprehension 

Brainstorming, 

discussion, listening 



Classroom Activities 

Level Topic Target 

Language/ 

Skill 

Activities 

 

Upper 

Beginner/ 

Intermediate 

Winter 

vocabulary 

game 

Practicing 

vocabulary 

Vocabulary 

building, 

vocabulary game 

Upper 

Beginner & 

Above 

Winter 

poems 

(poetry 

slam) 

Writing poetry Vocabulary 

building, 

categorizing 

words, writing 

poems, poetry 

competition 

Intermediate 

& Above 

Winter 

weather 

role play 

Role playing 

(communication) 

Learning role play 

techniques, group 

work to plan role 

play, using an 

observation 

checklist 







englishprograms.state.gov 





Ways to Use The Lighter Side 

 Start each class 

 Introduce/review a topic 

 Use as a reward 

 Competitions 

 







Cool as a cucumber 
 

 

calm, not agitated 

 

 

Have your cake and 

eat it too 
 

to have the advantage 

of both alternatives  

 

Go bananas 
 

 

to go crazy or  

become silly 

 

Slow as molasses 
 

 

extremely slow 

 

 



Cool as a cucumber 
 

 

calm, not agitated 

 

 

Have your cake and 

eat it too 
 

to have the advantage 

of both alternatives  

 

Go bananas 
 

 

to go crazy or  

become silly 

 

Slow as molasses 
 

 

extremely slow 

 

 



Cool as a cucumber 
 

 

calm, not agitated 

 

 

Have your cake and 

eat it too 
 

to have the advantage 

of both alternatives  

 

to go crazy or  

become silly 

 

Slow as molasses 
 

 

extremely slow 

 

 

Go bananas 
 

 







1. Have (multiple) strips stories at the front of the room 

2. Put students into teams 

3. Have one student from each team run to the front of the 

room and take a story 

4. Each team puts the story in order as quickly as the can 

5. One student runs to the front of the room with the story 

in order 

6. The teacher checks 

7. The first team to put the story in order gets a point 

8. Rotate stories and play again 



Submitting an Article to Forum 

Why should English teachers submit an article to Forum?  

 To share ideas with other teachers  

 To further their professional development 

 To help with the professional development of others 



Submitting an Article to Forum 

True or false?  If you want to submit an article to Forum… 

 

1. The article should provide practical ideas for English  
teachers.   

    TRUE! 
 

2. The teaching ideas should be your own. 
 

    TRUE! 
 

3. The article should be relevant to teachers around the world. 
 

    TRUE! 



Submitting an Article to Forum 

What advice would you give to someone who is 

writing an article for Forum? 

 Read Forum to learn its content and style. 

Write about a successful teaching practice. 

 Be concrete; use examples. 

 Ask a colleague to review your article before you 

submit it. 

 Submit your article as an email attachment to 

etforum@state.gov. 

 

 

mailto:etforum@state.gov


Submitting an Article to Forum 

What happens to your article after you submit it? 

 Forum’s Editorial Review Board reviews the article. (This is a 

“blind review.” Reviewers do not know who the author is.) 

 The Review Board decides to do one of the following:  

 accept the article  

 ask you to revise the article  

 reject the article 

 



Submitting an Article to Forum 

Where can you find more information about submitting 

an article to Forum? 

 

 

                 forum.state.gov 
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