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A group of people or organizations that are 
closely connected and that work with each other 
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What does it look, sound, or feel like? 

• Networking looks like… 
 
• Networking sounds like… 
 
• Networking feels … 
 



Networking  

It looks like… It sounds like… It feels … 

• emailing 
 
• posting to 

social media 
 

• talking 
 
• typing 

 

• friendly 
 
• collegial 
 
• exciting 
 
• supportive 

 



Introducing yourself 

Finding commonalities 

Business cards 

Sharing 

 



• Take risks, try new things 
• Support 
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Make contact within one week 

Photo credit: 6 





• Name, title, place of work 
• Where you met 
• What you talked about 
• Optional:  
Connect on something specific or  
leave things open in the future 

 
 



“This is Amy Pascucci from UCSD.  It was great 

chatting about our vocabulary strategies at last 

week’s international TESOL convention.  I’ve already 

put some of your suggestions to use this week in 

class and am looking forward to seeing the results in 

coming weeks.” 



“My name is John Doe and I teach at State University.  I 

really appreciate you taking the time to talk more about 

teaching grammar after your presentation at last week’s 

regional conference.  Some teachers in my department 

are collaborating on some ideas for new grammar 

assessment strategies.  I was wondering if you would be 

interested in coming to one of our meetings next month.  

It might give you the opportunity to see some of the 

practical applications of your research.” 
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The Power of   
Teacher Networks  

by Ellen Myer 

Support new teachers 

Reduce teacher 
isolation 

Increase retention rates 



The Power of  
Teacher Networks  

by Ellen Myer 

Share the benefits of 
collaborative group 

work, including action 
research 



The Power of  
Teacher Networks  

by Ellen Myer 

Enhance professional 
practice and nurture 

teacher leaders 



The Power of  
Teacher Networks  

by Ellen Myer 

Connect teachers to 
the goals and ideals 
that drew them to 

education 
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• Lunch and learn 
• Teacher support  

group  

• Peer mentoring 
• Action Research 
• Student pen pals 



Lunch and Learn 

Faculty brings lunch, eats together, and 
either participates in presentation or 
discusses a specific topic related to 

teaching or institution 

short, informal, time sensitive, fosters 
community 



Teacher Support Group 

Teachers, not necessarily from the same 
institution or department, meet 

regularly to discuss concerns and offer 
suggestions 

regular, semi-formal, fosters growth 



Peer Mentoring 

Two teachers making a commitment to 
help each other with specific classroom or 

teaching concerns 

regular, semi-formal, fosters leadership 



Action Research 

Small group of teachers identify 
problem or question and research 

solutions in the classroom 

period of time, formal, fosters growth 



Student Pen Pals 

Two or three teachers use student 
communication as a medium through which to 

teach and produce language 

Period of time, semi-formal, fosters rapport 



• Google Drive  
• LinkedIn 
• Facebook 
• Twitter 

• Skype  
• Instagram 
• YouTube 
 



Google Drive 
 

Google Docs: File Sharing (with 
comment feature) 

Google +: Communicating 

Google Sites: website 

Google Forms: surveys 

 



Google Drive 



Google Drive:  
Google Docs 







Professional Learning 
Networks (PLNs) 

Managing your 
network 

“Following” 
professional 
organizations or 
people 









Skype 

Conference call with 
multiple people 

Video call 

Good for international 
networking 



Instagram 

Photo and video 
sharing 

“Follow” professional  
organizations or 
people 

Hashtag (#)searches 



YouTube 

Video sharing 





“Start where you are.   
Use what you have.   
Do what you can.” 

~Arthur Ashe 
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