From Idea to Essay
EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING ACADEMIC WRITING

Gree<ngs and Welcome!

Thanks for
joining
me!

An Outline for Today’s Webinar
Objec<ves: By the end of this presenta<on, par<cipants will be able to…
1. List several features of eﬀec<ve academic wri<ng
2. Deﬁne the concept of “purpose” and talk about the role that it plays in clear,
persuasive wri<ng
3. Use a variety of diﬀerent pre-wri<ng and organiza<on strategies to create
well-developed, clearly connected paragraphs
4. Pick one strategy men<oned in the webinar and adapt it for use in their own
teaching or wri<ng

Notes on the Focus of the Webinar
Note #1

Note #2

While this webinar will
focus on strategies used in
higher-level academic
wri<ng, it will also discuss
ways to adapt these
strategies for use with
learners of varying
proﬁciency levels.

The strategies included in
this webinar will be
presented using a
persuasive essay as an
example.

Note #3
Par<cipants are
encouraged to use the
strategies presented in
this webinar in their own
professional wri<ng!

Poll Ques<on
What is the most important characteris<c of eﬀec<ve academic
wri<ng?

Academic
Wri<ng is not
just one skill… it
is a collec<on of
skills

These are a few of the major skill areas that writers should be familiar with.

Acer we iden<fy the big
“skill areas”, we need to
break them down into
individual skills to teach.

Wri<ng is a
process…
…and so is
teaching wri<ng!

Step #1 – Deﬁning
“Academic Wri<ng”

“Academic or Not?” Instruc<ons
In the next few slides, you will
see two examples.
One example is more academic
than the other.
Read both examples and decide
which is more academic.
Try to give a reason for your
answer in the chat box!

Example
1. He bought a couple of things.
2. He purchased several notebooks.

“Academic or Not?” Instruc<ons
Example
This example uses
more formal
vocabulary and is
more speciﬁc, so it
is considered more
academic.

1. He bought a couple of things.
2. He purchased several notebooks.

1: Which example is more academic?
Example 1
I think that wri<ng good
means taking your ideas
and wri<ng them so that
other people can get your
meaning.

Example 2
Eﬀec<ve wri<ng presents
ideas in such a way that
readers can clearly grasp
the writer’s intended
meaning.

Which example is more academic?
This example uses more
formal vocabulary and
grammar structures, so it
is considered more
academic.

Example 2
Eﬀec<ve wri<ng presents
ideas in such a way that
readers can clearly grasp
the writer’s intended
meaning.

2: Which example is more academic?
Example 1
According to a study by Smith,
students that use cell phones
in class are more easily
distracted than those who do
not. So, cell phone use should
not be allowed in the
classroom.

Example 2
My friend and I like to text in
class, but some<mes we miss
what the teacher says while
we are tex<ng! Some<mes,
the stuﬀ we miss is on the
test and I score poorly.

Which example is more academic?
Example 1
According to a study by Smith,
students that use cell phones
in class are more easily
distracted than those who do
not. So, cell phone use should
not be allowed in the
classroom.

This example uses research
from another writer to make
a point, so it is considered
more academic.

3: Which example is more academic?
Example 1
They call Paris, “the City of
Lights”. New York is known as
“the Big Apple”. St. Petersburg
is called “the Venice of the
North”. If you could visit any
city in the world, where would
you go? Why?

Example 2
Should teachers allow
students to use cell phones
and mobile devices in the
classroom? Choose one side
and give three reasons to
support your choice.

Which example is more academic?
With its speciﬁc
requirements, this
ques<on is more similar
to various types of
“prompts” used in
academic wri<ng classes.

Example 2
Should teachers allow
students to use cell phones
and mobile devices in the
classroom? Choose one side
and give three reasons to
support your choice.

What is Academic Wri<ng?
Academic wri<ng involves…
• using formal vocabulary and more complex grammar
• using the work of others as evidence to support the writer’s point
of view
• responding to a ques<on that includes speciﬁc requirements
However, there is one more really important characteris<c of eﬀec<ve
academic wri<ng. What do you think it is?

In great academic wri<ng, the writer’s ideas are all clearly connected!

Wri<ng Clearly
Making clear connec<ons between the ideas in our wri<ng is
important because we want the reader to be able to focus on the
ideas without gegng distracted or confused.
To create clear connec<ons in our wri<ng, it is important to…
1. Write with a clear purpose in mind
2. Plan before wri<ng
3. Iden<fy and follow paherns used by good writers

Step #2 - Iden<fying the
Purpose for Wri<ng

The Importance
of Purpose
The purpose of a piece of
wri<ng is the writer’s
reason for wri<ng.

The Importance
of Purpose
Good wri<ng
starts with a
clear purpose
for wri<ng!

The purpose helps the writer
decide what vocabulary,
grammar and organiza<on to
use in a piece of wri<ng.

Descrip<on

What is the
purpose?
Chicago is a beau<ful city. Its
architecture is world famous
and its many tall buildings and
skyscrapers give it a very
modern look. In addi<on, it is
located on the shores of Lake
Michigan, which gives it a lot of
natural beauty, too. If I had to
describe Chicago in one word,
it would be “unforgehable”.

Explaining a Process

What is the purpose?
To make a peanut buher and jelly sandwich, do the
following:
First, get two pieces of bread, a jar of peanut buher and a
jar of jelly.
Second, with a knife, take some peanut buher and spread
it on one piece of bread.
Then, take some jelly and spread it on the other piece of
bread.
Finally, put the two pieces of bread together and enjoy!

Ques<on –

Can you think of any other
purposes (or reasons) for wri<ng?
SHARE THEM IN THE CHAT BOX!

Ac<vity Idea: Iden<fying Purpose
To get students familiar with
iden<fying diﬀerent purposes for
wri<ng, use a simple matching
ac<vity….
1. First, create a table like the one
on the right.

Purpose

Deﬁni<on

Ac<vity Idea: Iden<fying Purpose
2. Then, write two or three
diﬀerent types of purposes on the
lec side of the chart.

Purpose

Descrip<on
Explana<on of a Process
Persuasion

Deﬁni<on

Ac<vity Idea: Iden<fying Purpose
3. Then, give a brief deﬁni<on for
each kind of purpose. Include the
deﬁni<ons on the right side of the
table.
Put the deﬁni<ons out of order, so
that the students have to match
each purpose with the correct
deﬁni<on.

Purpose

Descrip<on

Deﬁni<on

To give instruc<ons on how to
do something (to help
someone do the same thing
successfully).

Explana<on of a Process To state an opinion and give
reasons and examples to
support this opinion.

Persuasion

To illustrate something or
someone using words. To
create a picture with words.

Ac<vity Idea: Iden<fying Purpose
4. Now, ask students to work with a
partner and match each purpose
with the correct deﬁni<on.
Acer students ﬁnish discussing, be
sure to check their answers.

Purpose

Descrip<on

Deﬁni<on

To give instruc<ons on how to
do something (to help
someone do the same thing
successfully).

Explana<on of a Process To state an opinion and give
reasons and examples to
support this opinion.

Persuasion

To illustrate something or
someone using words. To
create a picture with words.

Ac<vity Idea: Iden<fying Purpose
Acer students have an idea of what each term means, give them a sentence
that is an example of each type of purpose and ask them to work with a partner
to decide what purpose each sentence exempliﬁes.
Example Sentences
1. My cell phone is black and it has a camera. It was made by Sony.
2. To send a text message from your cell phone, ﬁrst you need to type the
message.
3. Teachers should allow cell phones in the classroom.

Ac<vity Idea: Iden<fying Purpose
Acer students ﬁnish discussing, ask them to share their answers with you. When
sharing, ask the students to try to explain why they chose the answer they did!
1. My cell phone is black and it has a camera. It was made by Sony.
Descrip<on – it talks about the color and features of the phone.
2. To send a text message from your cell phone, ﬁrst you need to type the message.
Explana<on of a process – it uses the word “ﬁrst”, so there are probably other steps.
3. Teachers should allow cell phones in the classroom.
Persuasion – it shares an opinion (not everyone thinks this is a good idea).

Extension Ac<vi<es
One way to extend the “Iden<fying Purpose” Ac<vity is…
What Comes Next - Once the correct purpose for each sentence has
been iden<ﬁed, ask each pair to write a sentence that might follow
the example.
For example: Teachers should allow cell phones in the classroom. Cell
phones with dic<onaries can be helpful language learning tools. Also…

Step #3 – Gegng Ideas
Before Wri<ng

The Purpose of a Ques<on
An academic wri<ng assignment starts with a
ques<on.
This ques<on usually has special
requirements.
By analyzing the ques<on, we should be able
to iden<fy the purpose of the wri<ng.

The Purpose of a Ques<on
What kind of wri<ng will the answer to this
ques<on be?
Should teachers allow students to use cell
phones and other digital devices in the
classroom? Why or why not? Give two reasons
to support your opinion.
Hint: think about the diﬀerent
kinds of purpose from the last
ac<vity!

Purpose – Persuasion
Should teachers
allow cell
phones in class?

Yes, they should
because…
No, they should
not because…

Poll Ques<on
BRAINSTORMING (GENERATING IDEAS)

“Brainstorming”
Brainstorming is a term used to
describe a discussion that tries to
produce a lot of ideas that are
connected to a par<cular topic.

“Pros” and “Cons”
There are lots of ways to brainstorm for
ideas, but for persuasive wri<ng, the best
is to create a list of “pros” and “cons”
about the topic.
• A “pro” is a good thing or an advantage.
• A “con” is a bad thing or a disadvantage.

Brainstorming Ac<vity Idea
Crea<ng a list of pros and cons is a fun,
communica<ve way to get students
ready to write.
1. Ask students to get into small groups
(3 to 4 people) and share the ques<on
with them. Also, share a table like the
one on this slide.

Should teachers allow cell phones and other
digital devices in the classroom?
Yes (Pros)

No (Cons)

Brainstorming Ac<vity Idea
2. Then, give each group 5 to 10 minutes
to come up with as many pros and as
many cons as possible.
If possible, ask students to write down
their pro and con reasons.
You can encourage them by saying that
the person or group with the most
persuasive pro and con will win a small
prize.

Should teachers allow cell phones and other
digital devices in the classroom?
Yes (Pros)

No (Cons)

Brainstorming Ac<vity Idea
3. Finally, bring the groups back
together and ask the students to share
their reasons.
If possible, write the reasons on an
example table on the board. If that’s
not possible, ask students to write
down any new ideas in the appropriate
column on their papers.

Should teachers allow cell phones and other
digital devices in the classroom?
Yes (Pros)

No (Cons)

Should teachers allow cell phones and other digital devices in the
classroom?
Yes (Pros)

Your end result will
look something like
this!

They give students access to
more informa<on

No (Cons)
They can be distrac<ng to the
students using them as well as
other students

They have helpful features like They can be used to cheat on
dic<onaries and, in some cases, tests and exams
access to the internet and
learning apps
They allow parents to contact
their children in case of an
emergency

They can create bad feelings
between students who have a
phone and those who do not

Step #4 – Planning
Before Wri<ng

Poll Ques<on
OUTLINING (ORGANIZING IDEAS)

Crea<ng a “Skeleton”
Outline
An outline is a general plan for a piece of wri<ng.
It contains only the most important points in the
essay.
It is like the “skeleton” of the essay. It provides the
structure needed to build the rest of the essay.

Crea<ng a “Skeleton” Outline
In a persuasive essay, the ”skeleton”
outline will consist of two parts:
Part 1 - A sentence that tells the
writer’s opinion about the topic.
Part 2 - A sentence for each reason (pro
or con) that the writer will use to
support his/her opinion.

Writer's
Opinion
Suppor<ng
Reason 1
Suppor<ng
Reason 2

Crea<ng a “Skeleton” Outline
Should teachers allow cell phones and other digital devices in
the classroom?

Ask Your Students
In your opinion,
which side has
beher reasons, the
“pro” side or the
“con” side?

Yes (Pros)

No (Cons)

They give students access to more
informa<on

They can be distrac<ng to the
students using them as well as other
students

They have helpful programs like
dic<onaries and, in some cases,
access to the internet and learning

They can be used to cheat on tests
and exams

They allow parents to contact their
children in case of an emergency

They can create bad feelings
between students who have a
phone and those who do not

Crea<ng a “Skeleton” Outline
Should teachers allow cell phones and other digital devices in
the classroom?

Ask Your Students
What are the two
best reasons that
support your
opinion?

Yes (Pros)

No (Cons)

They give students access to more
informa<on

They can be distrac<ng to the
students using them as well as other
students

They have helpful programs like
dic<onaries and, in some cases,
access to the internet and learning
apps

They can be used to cheat on tests
and exams

They allow parents to contact their
children in case of an emergency

They can create bad feelings
between students who have a
phone and those who do not

Crea<ng a “Skeleton” Outline
Finally, ask students to complete the follow statements on a piece of paper:
Part One
Teachers __(should/should not)__ allow students to use cell phones and other digital
devices in the classroom because ___(Reason 1)___ and ___(Reason 2)___.
Part Two
1. The strongest reason is ___(Reason 1)___.
2. Another reason is ___(Reason 2)___.

Crea<ng a “Skeleton” Outline
Part One
Teachers should allow students to use cell phones and other digital devices in the classroom
because they have helpful programs like dic<onaries and can access the internet and learning
apps and they allow parents to contact their children in case of an emergency
Part Two
1. The strongest reason is that cell phones have helpful features like dic<onaries and language
learning apps.
2. Another important reason is that parents can contact their children on their phones if there
is an emergency.

Step #5 – Iden<fying and
Following Good Paherns

Expanding the Outline
At this point, students will have
the “skeleton” of their essay.
Now, they will need to expand it
into a full essay!

1

2

Focus on Paragraphs
While it is good to focus on having students write good, clear sentences, I
prefer to focus on paragraphs because…
1. Focusing on sentences ocen results in too much of a focus on grammar
2. Students ocen demonstrate understanding of organiza<onal strategies
quicker than grammar
3. A well-organized paragraph (or essay) can s<ll be understood by the reader,
even if the sentence-level grammar is not mistake-free (Gugin, 2014)

Wri<ng Good
Paragraphs with
P.I.E.
When something is very
easy. We say, “it’s as easy as
pie”.
When teaching paragraph
wri<ng to students, I like to
tell them that, “it’s as easy as
P-I-E”.

P.I.E Paragraphs
Start by giving your students an example paragraph. Ask them to read it by
themselves and then, with a partner, describe the role of each sentence in
the paragraph.

The strongest reason why teachers should allow students to use cell phones
and digital devices in the classroom is because they have programs that can
help students study. For example, if a student is reading something and does
not know the meaning of a word, she can use the dic?onary on her phone to
ﬁnd the meaning. Many students already bring their phones and devices to
classes, so if a teacher can show students how to use them as learning tools,
then they can help students understand more.

P.I.E Paragraphs
What is the purpose of each sentence?

The strongest reason why teachers should allow students to use cell phones
and digital devices in the classroom is because they have resources and
programs that can help students study. For example, if a student is reading
something and does not know the meaning of a word, she can use the
dic?onary on her phone to ﬁnd the meaning. Many students already bring
their phones and devices to classes, so if a teacher can show students how
to use them as learning tools, then they can help students understand more.

Sentence 1 –
“Reason 1” from the
“skeleton” outline

What is the purpose of each sentence?

Sentence 2 – An
example of the
ﬁrst sentence

The strongest reason why teachers should allow students to use cell phones
and digital devices in the classroom is because they have resources and
programs that can help students study. For example, if a student is reading
something and does not know the meaning of a word, she can use the
dic?onary on her phone to ﬁnd the meaning. Many students already bring
their phones and devices to classes, so if a teacher can show students how to
use them as learning tools, then they can help students understand more.
Sentence 3 – Makes a
connec<on between
sentences 1 & 2

Explaining P.I.E.
Part of the Paragraph

Point

Role/Func<on
The ﬁrst sentence. This is the main idea of the paragraph. It
is one of the suppor<ng reasons from the skeleton outline.

Illustra<on

The second sentence. This is an example that supports the
point.

Explana<on

The ﬁnal sentence(s). This is where the writer tries to make a
connec<on between the illustra<on and the point.

Sentence 1 – [P]
“Reason 1” from the
“skeleton” outline

What is the purpose of each sentence?

Sentence 2 [I] –
An example of the
ﬁrst sentence

The strongest reason why teachers should allow students to use cell phones
and digital devices in the classroom is because they have resources and
programs that can help students study. For example, if a student is reading
something and does not know the meaning of a word, she can use the
dic?onary on her phone to ﬁnd the meaning. Many students already bring
their phones and devices to classes, so if a teacher can show students how to
use them as learning tools, then they can help students understand more.
Sentence 3 [E] – Makes
a connec<on between
sentences 1 & 2

Bonus: Using P.I.E. keeps
paragraph focused on only
one major idea, which
makes the connec<ons
between sentences clearer!

Student Prac<ce: Crea<ng a P.I.E.
Part of the Paragraph

Point
Illustra<on
Explana<on

Role/Func<on

Part of the
Paragraph

Point
Illustra<on
Explana<on

Idea for the Paragraph
Cell phones have programs and
resources to help students study.
An example of this are the
dic<onaries on many phones.
If phones have tools to help students
learn, then they should teach the
students to use them to learn in class.

Wri<ng the (First Drac of the) Essay
Finally, it is <me for students to write the
essay. For this ﬁrst essay, the instructor
has provided students with a lot of
assistance.
1. We iden<ﬁed the purpose of the
ques<on
2. We brainstormed together
3. We created “skeleton” outlines
together and…
4. We expanded the “skeletons” into full
paragraphs using P.I.E

Now, it’s <me for the students to
write!

Coming Full Circle
Acer reviewing what the students wrote
for the ﬁrst essay, I will give them
feedback on what they did well and on
areas that they can improve in.
Finally, I will give the students a new
ques<on and ask them to do each of the
steps on the own to show me that they
understand the process!

Should teachers assign
homework to students every
night? Why or why not? Give
two reasons to support your
opinion.

Take-Away Points
• Wri<ng is not a single skill; it is many skills. It is important to prac<ce each skill by
itself and in combina<on with other skills.
• Grammar and vocabulary are important in wri<ng, but clear connec<ons between
ideas are just as important.
• To ensure clear connec<ons between ideas in an essay, a writer can take four steps:
1. Iden<fy the purpose of the wri<ng
2. Brainstorm for ideas
3. Create a “skeleton” outline to organize the major points in the wri<ng
4. Use P.I.E. structure to create paragraphs that are clearly organized around a
single idea

Prac<ce Makes Perfect!
SO BE SURE TO DO IT AS OFTEN AS YOU CAN J

Addi<onal
Resources
All the example handouts will be
posted to the Ning.
You will also ﬁnd helpful websites
and fun wri<ng ac<vity ideas for all
levels from beginners to advanced
writers.
If you have any ques<ons or
comments, please share them via
the Ning discussion forum.
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