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INTRODUCTION
JACQUELINE GARDY, EDITOR 

AE COMICS VX
In January of 2020, the Virtual Engagement and Materials 
Development Team in the Office of English Language Programs, 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State, 
began to recruit English Access Microscholarship teachers for the 
first-ever Virtual Exchange Program.  Our office wanted to find a way 
to combine traditional teacher-training with a hands-on approach to 
using and teaching with materials and educational technology tools.  
For this pilot, the team wanted to use the recently-published comic 
book about comics in the classroom, Panels and Perspectives: 
Creating Comics in the EFL Classroom, to create a program centered 
on using comics in the classroom to learn English, visual literacy, and 
empower learners to share their own stories with a global audience.  
And with that, the first American English Comics Virtual Exchange 
Program was pilot born.   

The original plan was to have Access classes connect online through 
synchronous meetings on a regular basis over the 10-week period. 
However, the global spread of the COVID-19 Pandemic began to close 
schools everywhere, and many of the teachers had no students, or 
were required for the first time to teach online instead of face-to-
face.  

The Virtual eXchange (VX) team quickly regrouped and created 
opportunities and classroom matches between teachers with classes, 
teachers without classes, and teachers with hybrid classes.  By 
providing support to our teachers in the exchange, they were able to 
thrive.  They learned many aspects of using comics in the classroom. 
What was magical was the bond between the participants and the 
facilitators.  The sense of global camaraderie during this time of the 
pandemic.   
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ABOUT THIS VOLUME 
In this anthology volume, you'll find the stories of our teachers, 

centered on the topics of access to education, empathy and 

understanding, healthcare and wellness, gender equity, and climate 

change. 

As the project manager and editor of this anthology, it has been an 

incredible experience to work with these talented teachers from across 

the globe. And, a project this ambitious wouldn't have been possible 

without the rockstar team of facilitators, Dr. Jennifer Williams, Dan 

Ryder, and Tim Smyth, and the incredible guidance of Regional English 

Language Officer and Branch Chief Diane Millar. Last but not least, a 

huge thank you to the support from the Office of English Language 

Programs RELO offices around the world, for your support and 

exceptional nominations of these program participants.  

Jacqueline Gardy 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Please note the stories you’ll find below contain a variety of 

perspectives and viewpoints, that may or may not reflect the U.S. 

Department of State’s foreign policy.  The comics have been left un-

edited to capture the teacher's voices in full.  We hope you enjoy 

this collection of stories!  
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Faiza Amjad works in Pakistan with 13-19 year-old 
students and has been teaching for three years. 
This is her first year in the Access program.  

After participating in the program, Faiza 
anticipates several positive changes for her and 
her organization. She feels AE Comics VX  
provided her deeper insight into comics and 
strengthened her skills, and thus she performs 
her job in a better way. She believes her acquired 
knowledge and confidence will benefit her 
students and their developing language skills.  

Faiza was a contributing member of this cohort, 
always interacting and sharing her amazing ideas. 
We are excited to see what she and her students 
create in the future.
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Dariya who is a young, veracious 
girl. She has a supernatural mask 

that she found in an old house 
where she shifted along with her 

family. It was a framed mask. 
However, she opens it up as she 

noticed something unusual about 
it. And that is how she came to 

know about its supernatural 
powers.  

Now, we call her the defender of 
education. She takes every 

chance to make positive changes 
to the education system and is 

always ready to cope up with the 
related challenges.
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Mansour Diagne, a teacher since 1996, brought 
wisdom, kindness, positivity, and creativity from 
his home in Senegal. Mansour has been an 
Access teacher since 2008. After attending a 
recent international workshop in Dakar, he began 
to see the power of comics in the classroom.  

While participating in the AE Comics VX 
experience, Mansour shared that he believes 
comics enable students to be better readers. 
Students can develop interpretation skills, 
creativity, critical thinking, and collaborative 
learning. He hopes to share this learning with 
other access teachers in Senegal through RELO 
Dakar and by initiating a workshop with teachers 
of English at his institution.
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Hello everyone. Glad to 
share with you my 

superhero. He wants to 
serve his community 

through raising awareness 
on how to keep the earth 

greener and greener every 
day. He knows it's a huge 

challenge but he is 
determined to change the 

world for the better.  

Let me introduce you to: 
THE GREEN WARRIOR. I 

used heromachine 3.0 to 
create him. 
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Mansour Sy Diagne of Senegal shared, “This 
training was unique in the sense that it was 
multidimensional. We learned about comics, new 
technology tools, and international culture with 
our peers.” 

As an experienced teacher of twenty-four years 
and an Access teacher for nine years, Mansour Sy 
was a mentor and a learner and demonstrated 
the power of lifelong learning for all AE Comics 
VX participants. Mansour Sy prepared accounts 
for students to use digital tools and found ways 
for students without internet to access the new 
learning. 

“I think there is value in teaching with comics and 
graphic novels because it is a way to foster 
learning through fun and creativity. I strongly 
recommend this program to my colleagues 
because it enables them to professionally 
develop. They will learn by doing.”
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 My superhero's name is Mr. 
Challenger. He was an Access 
student. When he started the 

Access program, he was very shy 
and got nervous and unconfident 
when it came to speak before an 

audience.  

Also, there was no English club in 
his middle school. He also noticed 

that intermediate and advanced 
intermediate students were 

reluctant to express themselves in 
English inside and outside of the 

school. He was determined to 
make a change for the better. So 

he sought advice from his Access 
teacher who promised to help to 

make that dream happen. 
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Hela Chaabouni Fourati joined the AE Comics VX 
community from Tunisia. With over thirty-three 
years as a teacher, she brought great experience 
combined with a mindset of curiosity and 
learning.  

“To me, any new learning experience is more than 
welcome. My life motto is ‘when you stop 
learning, you start dying.’”
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Eager Reader is my superhero to 
combat reluctance to reading with 

his vibrating, reluctance-to- 
reading-detecting hair.  

Caring about others, 
knowledgeable with great 

communication and magical 
powers, he manages to turn some 

young students into lifelong 
happy eager readers and the stars 

of their nations.  

He also involves them in taking a 
role in the process by passing the 
flame of reading to others. I tried 

to make my story convey all I have 
in mind about the power of books 

on readers and their nations: 
pleasure, happiness, quest of 

knowledge, enlightenment, and 
transformation to the best.
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My superhero is Ms. Stlightpow. 
Her name is coming from three 

elements that make her 
personality: strength, light, and 

power.  

She represents women who have 
the strength to fight and they bring 

their rights by being able to fight 
for them. She is the light of the 

world as she bury the darkness and 
spread out the light. Her power is 

the pillar for helping the world. 
Simply, she is every true Mom in 

our world.

Nahla Galal is from Egypt and has been teaching 
for sixteen years. She is an Access teacher, tutor, 
and private language school principal for 
students ages 14-16. 

“I believe that teaching using comics and 
graphics is an extremely enjoyable method for 
both students and teachers. It has a great 
motivation as it adds fun and excitement to the 
educational process and makes students willing 
to learn.”  

After AE Comics VX, Nahla hopes to share the 
experience with her colleagues and her feeling 
that comics can make acquiring a new language 
easy and desirable to students.
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Inspire is my superhero with 
flying super power. She is a 

smiling lady who inspires 
disappointed people and 

provides them with their needs 
to learn and to be a success.  

She has mixed colors of the 
Egyptian flag, red, black, and 

white. Red refers to hope, 
power, and shining. Black 

refers to freedom and liberty. 
White refers to peace, 

friendliness, and pureness.

Abeer Koreitem of Egypt has been teaching for 
four years and an Access teacher for one. She 
teaches 15-19 year-old students and joined AE 
Comics VX to improve her abilities to facilitate 
the learning process while exchanging different 
experiences with teachers all over the world.  

Abeer thinks comics are a great way to discover 
students’ mindsets and understand them well. 
She hopes to push students to make comics and 
express their personal experiences in pictures 
and word bubbles.   

“It’s an experience of a lifetime for me as I wasn’t 
a big fan of art and using it in class. However, I 
feel comfortable and I DID IT for the time of my 
life to draw.” As a member of this community, 
Abeer inspires us with her comics. In fact, Inspire 
is the name of her superhero she created.
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She hopes to push students to make comics and 
express their personal experiences in pictures 
and word bubbles.   

“It’s an experience of a lifetime for me as I wasn’t 
a big fan of art and using it in class. However, I 
feel comfortable and I DID IT for the time of my 
life to draw.” As a member of this community, 
Abeer inspires us with her comics. In fact, Inspire 
is the name of her superhero she created.
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My superhero represents a 
great man of our community 

who has patriotism and a love 
for education. His main 

mission is to save the 
community from lack of 

education and illegal 
immigration. The role of the 

hero in this story is to persuade 
people to believe in education 

and make them understand 
that they can stay home and 

succeed. 

Seydou Sy Obama, known to us as “Obama” 
joined AE Comics VX from his home country of 
Senegal. He has been teaching for five years and 
has been an Access teacher for a year and a half  

Obama believes, “There is value in teaching with 
comics and graphic novels because it allows 
students to work with tools they will inevitably 
face in real life contexts. If they learn and 
practice, today they get the opportunity to role 
play what society will require them to play in the 
real world tomorrow.” Obama told us that he 
hopes to share his new learning of comics in the 
classroom with his students, colleagues, and 
even on his English talk show on YouTube.
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My superhero’s name is Derin, the 
Justice Maker. Derin means 

“depth” in Turkish. I wanted to 
emphasize the depth in her 

character with her name.  

She was created during a 
dangerous scientific experiment. 

She was helping her professor and 
things went wrong and she was 

exposed to highly toxic chemicals. 
However, it did not kill her but 

made her physically and mentally 
stronger thanks to the Professor.  

Derin’s uniform includes just three 
colors; yellow, red and orange. She 

has a gavel to provide justice for 
disadvantaged students. Derin 

reflects such values as respect, 
sensitivity and justice, and these 

values are important to my nation.

Selda Sarac is a teacher in Turkey where she 
works with 14-16 year-old students. She has been 
teaching for six years and as an Access teacher 
for one.  

Selda originally joined AE Comics VX to learn 
how to integrate comics into her teaching to help 
motivate reluctant readers and encourage the joy 
of reading. As she had been previously teaching 
graphic novels such as Maus and Persepolis, she 
brought an understanding of the powers of 
creativity and story.  
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Amadou Abdoulaye Seck joined us from Senegal. 
He has been teaching for fourteen years, has 
been an Access teacher for eight, and currently 
teaches 14-16 year olds.  

He joined the AE Global Comics VX experience 
because he believes comics and graphic novels 
unlock students’ imaginations, boost language 
skills, and stimulate critical thinking.  

“I would definitely recommend this experience to 
colleagues because this experience opens up a 
whole new avenue in teaching with creativity. It 
will equip teachers at any level of expertise with 
the right skills and knowledge to use comics in 
the classroom.”  

We thank Abdoulaye for his commitment to 
supporting students in Senegal and around the 
world.
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Mbargedj Siggi is a superhero 
who wants to address social 
justice issues. His family has 

been discriminated against due 
to poverty. He is a protector 

and justicier, a fighter for 
justice. He is a teacher with 

superpowers. He has two 
personalities, ordinary and 

superhero.  

One of the social issues he has 
in heart to tackle is children's 

right to quality education. At its 
worst, this social issue is 

represented in the 
phenomenon of street children.
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“Be open-minded, and get ready to have lots of 
fun!” These are the words of advice Ismet 
Cavusoglu has for future AE Comics VX 
participants. 

Ismet has been teaching for ten years and has 
been an Access teacher for one year. Since he 
had used memes and GIFs in the classroom, 
Ismet was looking to add comics for instruction 
as well.  

Ismet’s work inspired a group conversation 
around ways to create a genderless superhero. 
He challenged us to think beyond the page and 
make connections to life and events of today.
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I did not want to create a male 
superhero, because there are lots 

of them, and I did not want to 
create a female superhero, 

because then I have to give her a 
feminine physical appearance. 

Instead, my superhero is 
genderless.  

In English it may create confusions 
whether to say she or he, but in 

Turkish it would not be a problem 
since it is a gender-neutral 

language.  

I named my hero “Hope" which is 
used as a unisex name in Turkey. 

What sparked while I was creating 
my hero was that I wanted it to be 

relatable to everyone from every 
different background regardless of 

gender, and race.
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My superhero is Libra Princess, 
who will bring equality to any place 

where is necessary. People will 
tend to treat each other with 
inequality due to the wealth, 

power, social status influence.  

Therefore, wherever there is 
inequality, Libra Princess appears 
and uses her magic chopstick to 

spread the equality. People will 
receive what they are deserved to 
receive, including awards, praise, 

respect and even punishment.  

As a result, people become more 
and more honest and do good 

things.

Joining AE Comics VX from Vietnam, Mai Thi Thuy 
Dung signed up ready for a learning experience 
that would allow her to meet Access teachers 
and to learn more ways to teach English. As a 
teacher of seven years, now in her second year as 
an Access teacher, Mai believes comics give 
students opportunities to engage with authentic 
materials, to have fun, and to build language 
skills, vocabulary, and an appreciation of other 
cultures.  

For Mai, participating in a virtual exchange 
allowed her to learn cultures from all around the 
world with no travel required! She felt the smaller 
group sizes encouraged interaction and enabled 
everyone to share their voices and ideas.
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A teacher with twenty years of experience and 
three years as an Access teacher, Mohammad 
Fathy Abul-Hasan Mahmoud joined the AE 
Comics VX community from Egypt.  

Always ready to help and support anyone, 
Mohammad doesn’t just wait for people to seek 
him out. He observes with empathy and reaches 
out selflessly to offer friendship and ideas to 
anyone was in need.  

Now that he has completed the program, he is 
not wasting any time. Mohammad has already 
started lessons with his Access students inviting 
them to express themselves by drawing and 
explaining, thinking about real-life superheroes, 
and sharing out in the Facebook group.  

“This is unique and new. It is not the traditional 
way of giving lectures about pedagogical 
theories or approaches. It is learning wrapped in 
a sandwich of fun and excitement.”
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Ka is a young man who is 17 years 
old. He came to see Nefert, sad 
and alone. He is clever at social 

networking sites. He is a volunteer 
in a local charity. With the help of 

his two sisters, they could establish 
a place for the elderly to have the 

right care and love.  

His name means ‘soul’ in the 
Ancient Egyptian Language.
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Sara Pena joined the AE Comics VX from Bogotá, 
Colombia where she has been teaching English 
to youth and adults for fifteen years. She is new 
to the Access program.  

Sara entered the program inspired by teens she 
had been working with who had developed ideas 
using storytelling, drawing, and design. After 
exploring new techniques and approaches to 
hone her own skills, she is already starting to 
integrate comics in the classroom with her 
current Access students.
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Let me introduce my superhero, 
Lady Hope — Kids’ Protector. 

Lady Hope is the superhero 
name given to Yenica, a graceful 
teen who, after being mistreated 

and abused at home, was 
rescued by a senior fairy that 

turned her into a sweet but brave 
Kids’ Protector.  

Lady Hope has the power to take 
away suffering and sorrow from 
children’s hearts and transform 

those feelings into peace and joy 
using her magic wand. 
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Anum Rehman joined the AE Comics VX 
experience from Pakistan. This is the second 
program she has participated in since becoming 
an Access teacher three years ago. She currently 
teaches students ages 13-19. 

Anum joined this experience to explore new 
teaching methods that would make teaching and 
learning in the classroom more fun. She believes 
comics enhance creative abilities and hopes to 
use these techniques to foster creative writing 
with her students. 

“I really appreciate this opportunity. It has helped 
me grow intellectually and develop a network of 
open communication with teachers across the 
globe.” 

We are grateful for Anum and her contributions 
to our AE Comics VX community. As you can see, 
with her comic hero, Sebra, Anum is focused on 
creating a world that is empathetic and inclusive.
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Sebra is a local superhero. 
She loves to talk to others 

and listen to their problems. 
She’s against all forms of 

intolerance including 
bullying at schools or at 

home. She's an advocate for 
being kind to people of all 

colors, creeds, and religions. 
She believes that being 

empathetic can bring huge 
changes in the way we treat 

and see others in the society.
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Here is my superheroine called 
Faith. She is an intelligent 

woman who defends women, 
pets, poor people or anyone in 

danger of violence.  

She loves nature and in her free 
time she gardens; for that 

reason, she is a scientist. She 
promotes the use of eco-

products to prevent pollution.  

She looks like a strong girl, but 
she is good at making friends, 

loves reading and her dog. 

Sara Merino lives in Puebla, a state near Mexico 
City. She has been teaching for fourteen years 
and mainly works with young adults at the 
university and with teenagers as an Access 
teacher, which she has been doing for nine years. 
Recognizing that many teens love reading 
comics, Sara joined AE Comics VX seeking a new 
way to support her students to improve in their 
writing abilities.  

Sara believes virtual exchange through comics 
enables students to gain new insights on global 
issues through perspectives of others. “I would 
like to make comics to raise awareness about 
ecological problems and I think through the use 
of comics teens could understand the problem 
and think about the urgent solutions.”
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Nusrat Tahsin joined AE Comics VX from 
Bangladesh. She has been teaching for six years 
with four years as an Access teacher. Through her 
experience she learned that that comics are “not 
just childhood fantasy or means of 
entertainment. It’s more than that and a useful 
tool in teaching.”  

Nusrat believes learning through comics reduces 
pressure on students. Her best advice to those 
who are beginning to create: “Take your time, be 
patient and you will overcome. The comics world 
is really interesting.”
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My superhero is Mr. Healer,  a 
scientist. But there is a secret 

that no one knows: he is the son 
of Apollo — the god of healing.  

His real name is Ascelpius — the 
god of medicine. He 

reincarnated as human on the 
earth and now working as a 
scientist. He wants to invent 

medicine that will cure humans 
from deadly viruses. His goal is 

to serve the human by providing 
his invention free to all.
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My hero’s name is Eve. Her 
name is very symbolic as it 

refers to life. She represents 
the woman character in the 

Egyptian society.  

Some jobs are not 
appreciated but the hero 
reveals that if you have a 

passion, just follow it. Make  
the change that the world 

seeks, and you never know 
that you might be the impact 

that the world needs as the 
role of our hero during the 

current issues.

In Egypt, Somaia Hamdy Abdelmotalb Elnaggar is 
a university lecturer, IELTS trainer, and Access 
teacher where she works with 15-18 year-old 
students. She originally joined in AE Comics VX 
as she was interested in using technology to 
connect to and learn from others around the 
world.  

“Involving comics and graphic novels in teaching 
has a very effective impact in the teaching 
process for many reasons. One of the 
assumptions is students are having fun while they  
are learning and we can relate this point to the 
affective filter and how it reduces the anxiety of 
our learners and spreads joy and fun in the 
classroom.”
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My superhero is Jasiri, a Swahili 
word for a brave person. She 

changed the prevailing condition 
for girls in her community which 

was practicing arranged and 
early marriage for girls.   

She wears her school uniform 
and a magic flag behind her 

back and holds books and a red 
colored pen. She holds books 

and a pen to represent education 
for girls, a peaceful way to 
modify the traditions and 

customs that affect girls' lives. 
Her magic flag gives her 

strength to travel quickly and to 
many places and the heroic 

glasses enable her to see the 
'unseen' that is done to girls all 

over the country.

Oliver Kimathi joined AE Comics VX from 
Tanzania. She has been a teacher for eighteen 
years and an Access teacher for nearly two.  

Oliver feels comics and graphic novels are great 
tools to develop learners’ creativity, motivation, 
and problem-solving skills as well as instilling 
reading habits. She believes comics support 
students to educate the community and to study 
art, geography, Tanzanian culture and traditions, 
and motivational speeches.  

Oliver is looking to share the knowledge acquired 
in this exchange to others through teachings and 
trainings.
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Maharati is a Bornean 
superhero who was created 
by me. She has intellectual 
giftedness as is her name’s 
meaning. (Maharati means 

someone who has 
intellectual ability higher 

than average in Dayak 
language.) She is concerned 

about environmental 
problems in Borneo Island 

and she wants to raise 
people’s awareness before it 

is too late.

Corry Antang is a lecturer at her university in 
Indonesia and an access teacher through the U.S. 
Embassy in Jakarta. She has been teaching for 
eleven years and with the Access program for 
two years.  

Corry joined AE Comics VX in hopes the program 
would give her new insights on teaching English 
in the classroom. Teaching with comics is quite a 
new method in her city.  AE Comics VX also gave 
her the opportunity to share knowledge and 
experiences with Access teachers from other 
countries. 

Corry brought her appreciation for different 
cultures and an eager, positive attitude to our 
community. Throughout the experience, she was 
able to connect comics to her students, and she 
looks forward to using the methods and tech 
tools she learned about with larger groups in the 
future.
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Weika Barathayomi brought ten years of teaching 
experience to AE Comics VX. She has been an 
Access teacher for a year and a half, teaching 
senior high school students in Serang Site, 
Indonesia. 

Weika believes there is value in teaching with 
comics and graphic novels, especially in teaching 
reading. 

“After following this course, I can say YES — 
everyone can make comics!” She plans to create 
and share an “Image of the Week” with her 
students as a way to easily curate and distribute 
content in a visual way.
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My superhero name is 
RHINOMAN. He is the 

protector of Ujung Kulon 
Forest. He obtained his 
power by looking at the 

mystical King of Rhino in the 
eyes. He is strong, magical, 

and mystical. He has fingers 
as hard as a rhino horn, 

hands are as strong as rhino 
power, and a clear mind and 

pure heart. He wears dark 
gray thick body armour.  

His missions are to protect 
one-horn rhino and other 

animals in Ujung Kulon from 
extinction and from greedy 

poachers, save the 
environment by planting 
more trees, and keep the 

beach clean.
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75

Peace Pie (PP) has the 
superpower of supernatural 

vision. With his power, he 
saves our earth to be healthy 
again. What made me happy 
when I created this hero was 

he is the one who we need 
and helps us till our next 

generation.

Mi Yi Yi Cho, known to us as Yee Yee, joined the 
AE Comics VX experience from Myanmar. She 
has been teaching for nine years and serving as 
an Access teacher for six.  

Yee Yee shared that she originally applied to the 
program because she was interested in learning 
new things for the classroom and to hear from 
other Access teachers from other countries. She 
now plans to add comics to her toolkit of final 
projects, ranging from presentations to role 
playing to now offering comics as an option for 
demonstrating learning.
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Petro Okoth joined AE Comics VX from Tanzania 
where he has been a teacher for eight years and a 
practicing Access teacher for two years. 

As English language is the primary language of 
instruction in Tanzania secondary school 
classrooms, Petro joined this program to develop 
new skills to teach his students. During this 
experience he was able make his dream of 
connecting Access class to Access class a reality.  

“My advice to the future participants is that they 
should be willing to leave their comfort zone and 
have fun with their fellow teachers and 
facilitators. The program is full of fun and 
enjoyable if one leaves one's comfort zone.”
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Olga Portyannikova represented Russia in the AE 
Comics VX experience. She has been teaching 
for eleven years and teaching English for nearly 
seven years with students of all ages, from 4 to 
30.  

Prior to joining AE Comics VX, Olga and  her 
Access teacher team in Tula, Russia, had already 
done work with comics in the classroom 
examining Russian-American stereotypes.  

“I think comics attract students’ attention a lot. 
You can teach the history of your own country as 
well as other cultures using them.”
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the ball rolling. The most 
challenging was to connect my 

superhero with the problems we 
face in our community. To be 
honest our city is wonderful!
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ACROSS THE ACCESS GLOBE

Several participants in the inaugural AE Comics 
VX cohort were fortunate to have students with 
which the participants could test new strategies.   

This space includes excerpts from comics 
created by Access students around  the world.

Students of Hela Chaabouni’s Access class, 
Tunisia Students of Wieka Barathayomi’s Access class, 

Indonesia 

Dasha Denisova, Lisa Vorobyova, Vitalik Khodakov, Russia 
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