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Great discussion starters



Useful for exploring a      
variety of language skills



Easily approachable











+1







"15 mph curve, Haleakela" by Bill Abbott
https://flic.kr/p/ctJVNU





Philadelphia



“Fluffya”



"Eric Aguilar Poetry Reading" by Pauline Balba
https://flic.kr/p/6oFNfw









When one loves one’s Art no service 
seems too hard.

We can’t buy one minute of time 
with cash; if we could, rich  people 

would live longer.

The true adventurer goes forth 
aimless an uncalculating to meet and 

greet unknown fate.

Life is made up of sobs, sniffles, and 
smiles, with sniffles predominating. 















http://americanenglish.state.gov/resources/american-english-mobile-app/







POP QUIZ!



READING STRATEGIES







Quick check!
1. Who are the characters and what is their 

relationship?

2. What is the setting?

3. What is the problem?



PRE-READING ACTIVITIES



WHILE READING ACTIVITIES



POST-READING ACTIVITIES



PRE-READING ACTIVITIES
Activating Background Knowledge





✁ ✁ ✁

X

X

This bicycle and the ladybug bell were given to my by a friend who traded with 
a neighbor to get the bike for free. The bell cost just a few bucks. The gift was 
so meaningful because I use the bike everyday to get to work, My nickname is 
Goldbug, so the bell has special meaning.



PRE-READING ACTIVITIES
Vocabulary Preparation







WHILE READING ACTIVITIES
Plot Development



✁





WHILE READING ACTIVITIES
Character Development









AFTER READING ACTIVITIES
General Comprehension Check



✁



AFTER READING ACTIVITIES
Debate & Discussion



Text-to-SelfText-to-Text

Text-to-World

Helping Readers Connect with the Goal



Question Stems….
• What would you do if you were ______ and why?

• Who does the character remind you of and why?

• We recently read ___________.  What were some of the 
similarities and differences between those stories. 
Which story did you like better? Why?

• The issue of _______________ can be seen in our society 
today. Do you think the characters dealt with the 
issue effectively?  What do you think is the best way 
to address it and why?  



Cards to hand out to students

The Agreeable One The Disagreeable One

• Agree as frequently as 
possible with the person 
to your right.

■ Exactly. 

■ I (totally) agree. 

■ That’s a good point. 

■ I think so too.

• Disagree as frequently as 
possible with the person 
to your right.

■ (I’m afraid) I disagree.

■ I’m not sure about that. 

■ I see your point, but…



Cards to hand out to students

Discussion Leader Recorder

• Choose a question for your 
group to discuss and start 
the conversation.

• Try to ensure that 
everyone participates, 
including the recorder!

• Remember to share your 
opinion!

• Mark a check (✓) on this 
card every time a 
classmate uses one of the 
phrases we have studied:

Agreeing: ____________________

Disagreeing: _________________



✁



THANKS FOR YOUR 
PARTICIPATION!


