
57

Activate: Games for Learning American English

Game 10: Pass It On
In Pass It On, students use the vocabulary words on a Picture This card to create a story. 
This game provides students with the opportunity to be creative with language and to 
use their imagination to tell a silly story. 

Instructions
1.	 Have students (the players) sit in groups of 3–4. Choose an amount of time for the 

activity.

2.	 Invite someone from each group to take a card and carry it to his or her group. 

3.	 Group members examine the title and the pictures on their card. Then players match 
the pictures with the appropriate words or phrases on the cards.

4.	 The group should work together to tell a silly story. One player starts the story, using 
one of the picture words from the card.

5.	 Once Player 1 has used one of the words, the story passes to the next person, who 
continues the story until he or she can use another picture word.

6.	 Remind players that the words and ideas must connect to the previous part of the 
story.

7.	 When the group has used all of the picture words on their card, one member of the 
group can return the card and get another.

8.	 End the game after the specified amount of time.

“Player Talk” in Pass It On
Eat Your Vegetables

Player 1: Once upon a time, I planted some seeds. I thought they were broccoli seeds.

Player 2: But they were really tomato seeds.

Player 3 continues. The sentences can be silly!




