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What is Keaders | heater?

® RT is an oral presentation of drama, prose or poetry by
two or more readers.

® Readers first read and familiarize themselves with the
original text, then transform it into a script involving
several characters.

® The script is then prepared and performed for an
Intended audience
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Who does RT) and why?

® RTis asocial activity for some, not unlike singing in a
community choir or playing on a community football
team.

® Lightening Larry, read by the Chamber Readers

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uwHp4IrbxA&feature=related



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uwHp4IrbxA&feature=related

Why use KT
nthe 7 S| /T Tl (lassroom?

® RT is arich social activity that learners enjoy

® RT offers “built in” scaffolding (scripts)
® RT inspires practice through meaningful repetition

® RT fosters development of a learner's external and
Internal "reader's voice"

® RT strengthens both oral and reading fluency




T he value of rcl:)etitiorx

One should aim not at being possible to understand, but
at being impossible to misunderstand.

- Quintilian
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T he value of rel:)etition

One should aim not

at being possible

to understand,

but at being impossible

to misunderstand.

- Quintilian




What can RT look like in an
Frl setting?

® The Stinky Tofu Man, read by Kang Chiao Bilingual

School in Taiwan
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6X6M-THp?2I|&feature=related



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6X6M-THp2I&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6X6M-THp2I&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6X6M-THp2I&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6X6M-THp2I&feature=related

What ages and levels can
Participate n K |7

¢ Early/young readers can
do RT, but

® Use a well-known text

® Use illustrations to
support reading

® Consider the value of
“digital” performance as
well as face-to-face
performance.

Caps for




Pasic [rocedures for R T

® Select a text

® Practice — Explore — Practice (cycle)
® Spoken Vocabulary (pronunciation)
® Places to pause
® Repeated text
® Opportunities to express contrast

® Perform
® [or alive audience
® [or a virtual audience




Selcct a Text

® Know your learners’ interests

® Look for a text that is just slightly more advanced than
your students’ reading level.

® Select an authentic text and divide it into the number
of parts for which you have readers.

®* OR

® Choose aready-made Readers Theater script




T»-readq Script§

www.thebestclass.org/riscripts

t Headlines » [V] Gmail &! Yahoo! < BofA Y CVC [-] cvCBlog [ Facebook g™ delicio.us { | posttodelicious == Meetup | | Music Together ...

Readers Theatre Scripts

BROWSE AND DOWNLOAD
SCRIPTS FOR YOUR CLASSROOM
 The list is in alphabetical
order.
o The numbers represent the
number of parts in the script.
o The list ends with Texas
Bluebonnet excerpts.

A - Readers Theatre Scripts

America (8) POEM A Christmas Story
Animal Trainer, The (3) -Flagpole Scene (4)

Ant and the Grasshopper (5) -Ralphie Shoots His Eye Qut
Ant and the Grasshopper (6) (5+)

Arthur’s Christmas (10)

Atherton: The House of Power (8)

B - Readers Theatre Scripts

Bad Case of Stripes (18) Brave Irene

Bears, Bears, Bears (6) Bremen Town Musicians (8)
BFG (6)

Big Al (8)

Billy Goats Gruff (6)

Billy Goats Gruff (6)

Birbal’s Trip to Paradise (6)

Bok Chito: A Choctaw Tale of Friendship and Freedom (8)

C - Readers Theatre Scripts
Chicken Little (7)




Aaron Shephard: RT author

@ www.aaronshep.com/rt/RTE.htmi

RTE #20 ~ The Magic of Mushkil Gusha: A Tale of Iran

Told by Aaron Shepard
Though a woodcutter’s luck could hardly be worse, help is closer than he knows.

ktales, fables
: Iranian (Perman}, Middle Eastern

RTE #21 ~ Help! Hilary! Help!

By Aaron Shepard
Hilary gets the chance to show just how helpful she can be.

GENRE: Tall tales, humor
CULTURE: American
THEME: Helpfulness, heroines
READERS: 12 or more
READER AGES: 6—g
LENGTH: 3 minutes
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THE VERY

c HUAGRY
ARPLLAR
You Care

An authentic text: & W
T he \/erg Hung:y Catérpi”ar

~ }33 ™ ric Carle

In the light of the moon a little egg lay on a leaf. One

Sunday morning, the warm sun came up, and POP!Out of
the egg came a tiny and very hungry caterpillar. He
started to look for some food.




Thc \/erg Hungrg Caterpi”ar

~ }35 I ric Carle

In the light of the moon
a little egg
lay on a leaf

One Sunday morning,

> B 2 ® 2

the warm sun came up, and
BOTH: “Pop!”

B: Out of the egg came a tiny
A: And very hungry

B: Caterpillar. —

XTArtTean M)



Dag ¢ ]ntroéucc the text

Hand out character name tags (or some other
identifying accessory) and scripts.

Help learners identify their parts in the script.

Read the script 2 times as a group; provide
pronunciation of unfamiliar words as needed.

Have learners exchange scripts with someone else.

Read the script 2 more times; give learners the
opportunity to enjoy reading a new part.




Reader 1:

Reader 2:
Reader 3:
Reader 1:
Reader 5:
Reader 4:
Reader 2:

Reader 3:
hungry.

Reader 5:

In the light of the moon a little egg lay on a leaf.

One Sunday morning the warm sun cam up...

and POP, out of the egg came a tiny, very hungry caterpillar.

He started looking for some food.

On Monday he ate through one apple. But he was still hungry.

On Tuesday he ate through two pears, but he was still hungry.

On Wednesday he ate through three plums, but he was still hungry.

On Thursday he ate through four strawberries, but he was still

On Friday he ate through five oranges, but he was still hungry.



green tea

silver pin

gray day

red dress brown cow

white black auburn turquoise
tie cat dog toy

The Color Yowel Chart © K. Taylor & 5. Thompsen

www,colorvowalchart.org 1888, 1006, 2007, 2008




Aftcr that:
| ook for OPPor‘cunities

¢ Day 3: Pausing and intonation
® Day 4: Expressive repetition
® Day 5: Contrastive intonation

® Day 6: Use of volume

® Day 7: Facial expression and gesture




Reader

Reader

Reader

Reader

Reader

Fausing and |ntonation

—
On EE:Eﬁi;ée ate through one ﬂpple%%¢But he was still ﬁ::;:?§
On fﬁZEEﬁgyée ate through two peursy/gut he was still ﬁﬂﬁ;ﬁﬁk

—
On ﬁ;E;EEHE; he ate through three plums,/but he was 5t1114ﬁ::E?§\

Qﬂ=lgg£fdﬂi/ée ate through four strﬂwberriesy/gut he was still
hungrys

//N//
On Fridux/ﬁe ate through five DFﬂﬂgES//;Ut he was still F;;£;5ﬁ>




Reader

Reader

Reader

Reader

Reader

Oon

On

On

Oon

hungry.

(_ontrastive |ntonation

Mnnhﬂy he ate through @ But he was still hungry.

Tues':iuy he ate thmugh but he was still hungry.
Wedhesdﬂy he ate through @ but he was still hungry.

Thursday he ate thrnughstmwberries], but he was still

On ny he ate through , but he was still hungry.




Reader

Reader

Reader

Reader

Reader

ExPressive repetition

On Monday he ate through one apple. But he was still hungry.

Oa Tuesday he—ate—+through two pears, bu

©a Wednesday he—atethrough three plums, %H%h%ﬂﬂ% hungry.

Or Thursday he—ate+through four strawberries, buthe was @
hungry.

Oa Friday he—atethrough five oranges, %H%h%ﬁ@%




Put it all together

“——=\
Reader 5: On|Monday/he ate thmugh M//But he wus
Reader 4: ©On @
Reader 2: ©a|Wed esdu/%%@%ghmm‘m\
N\
J dﬂy/ stmwbermes/#u%h%wag.

Reader 3:

Reader 5:



(jesture and | acial ExPression

Focus gestures on content words: nous, verbs, adjectives
Give special gestures to repeated words and phrases.



(jesture and | acial ExPressiOH

Sick (by Shel Silverstein)

“I cannot go to school today,”

Said little Peggy Ann McKay.

| have the measles and the mumps,

A gash, a rash and purple bumps.

My mouth is wet, my throat is dry,

I’'m going blind in my right eye.

My tonsils are as big as rocks,

I've counted sixteen chicken pox.

And there’s one more—that’s seventeen,
And don’t you think my face looks green?
My leg is cut, my eyes are blue—

It might be instamatic flue.

Excerpted from Where the Sidewalk Ends, by Shel Silverstein.
Visit Shell Silverstein’s website at http://www.shelsilverstein.com



Evaluating RT skills

POINT VALUE: 1 =SOMETIMES 0=NO

SKILL YES/ SOMETIMES/ POINTS
USUALLY SOME READERS

Each reader has proper posture

Changes the volume (loud and soft)

Varies the pitch (high and low)

Uses effective pauses (punctuation)

Uses an appropriate tone of voice

(firm, nasal, screechy, somber. high pitched.
whispery. etc.)

Shows personality of characters

Speaks clearly

Makes facial expressions

Uses hand and body gestures

Makes some eye contact with aundience

Each reader is ready to speak when it is his/her turn

From http://www.readerstheater.com/blasts/June2011/June2011.html



Summarg

® RT is arich, skills-integrative learning activity
® RT improves both oral and reading fluency
® RT is an authentic read-aloud activity

® RT is appropriate for all ages and levels

® RT can be adapted for short-term use or long-term,
performance-oriented use




Onlinc K1 Kesources

e Karen’'s RT links:
® http://delicious.com/katmail68/readerstheater

® The Best Class:
http://www.thebestclass.orqg/rtscripts.html

® Aaron Shepherd’'s RT site:
www.aaronshep.com

® ReadersTheater.com: a commercial site with some
great ideas that you can adapt on your own



http://delicious.com/katmail68/readerstheater
http://delicious.com/katmail68/readerstheater
http://delicious.com/katmail68/readerstheater
http://www.thebestclass.org/rtscripts.html
http://www.thebestclass.org/rtscripts.html
http://www.aaronshep.com

A final thought: RT for

Frogcssional Development‘?

® Think about the potential RT holds for professional
development among EFL teachers.

®* What might EFL teachers gain from participating in RT
together?

® This is one of the post-webinar questions we will
discuss in the Ning site in the days that follow.




Thank you!




