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The Smithsonian isn’t just one museum… 
 

It includes 19 museums and galleries, the 

National Zoological Park and nine research 

facilities.  
 

The total number of artifacts, works of art and 

specimens in the Smithsonian’s collections 

is estimated at over 137 million! 

 

 

 





Collections 
 



Collections Database 
(collections.si.edu) 



Research 





Collections + Research = Learning Resources 



Online Searchable Database: 

SmithsonianEducation.org 



 
 

“Smithsonian In Your Classroom” 

Publication 

Making connections between the 

Smithsonian collections & experts  

to teachable moments 

– The Arts 

– History 

– Culture 

– Science 

 



Video 













National Museum of American History 

Courtesy of Ted Eytan via the 
Creative Commons license 



• What is its purpose? 

• What is it made of? 

• When was it used? 

• What do you 
observe about the 
object? 

• What story does it 
tell? 



How big is the nugget that started the California gold rush?  



http://historyexplorer.si.edu/ 
PrimarySources.pdf 



Object Portraits 



Object Portraits for Middle School 



Object Portraits for Fifth Grade 



Object Portraits for Kindergarten 





 

• Write about a historical event 
from the object’s perspective. 

 
• Write about the person behind 

the shoes. 
 

• Write about what your shoes   
say about you. 

Creative Writing Prompts 
 

If you walked in my shoes… 



http://historyexplorer.si.edu 



National Portrait Gallery 



Mission 

   The Smithsonian's National Portrait Gallery tells 
the stories of America through the individuals who 
have shaped U.S. culture.  
 

   The Gallery presents the wonderful diversity of 
individuals who have left—and are leaving—their 
mark on our country and our culture.  

 



Inquiry and Reading Portraiture 



Elements of Portrayal 



Elements of Portrayal 

• Expression 

• Hairstyle 

• Pose/Posture 

• Clothing 

• Setting 

• Objects 

• Medium 

• Scale 

• Artistic Style 

• Color 



“30 Second Look” 









Jumping In 





Compare and Contrast 





Puzzle Activity 





Learning to Look Strategies 

• Compare and Contrast 

• 30 Second Look 

• Jump-in 

• Puzzle Activity 

     

     TO NAME A FEW… 
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