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Teaching yourself to teach with
objects
John Hennigar Shuh

Written in an easy-to-read style, this chapter explores some of the reasons why and
bow to teach with museum (and other) objects. Writing from practical experience, the
u%&tﬁbumdhmmﬂmmwmthowhﬁq
Cana,
Awﬁhmﬁuﬁmﬁwummhdpﬁﬁcﬂam,
bn&ﬁemcbﬁumimmdmmwduwﬁu#mixgaﬁmh
learning are valid in a more general sense.

ThiﬂMmoftthmlwblﬁcpdpnisnﬂcdkmmmhgﬁlh
pracuse téaching (and learming) with objects. New ideas and new methods emerge all
the bime.

At the centre of all our programs ar the Nova Scotia Museum is a belief in the
rmncbupowu—nfnbﬁﬂimmhfm.mtmkisuimﬂIIh
people 1 learn ro use objects as a means of discovering things about themselves
and their world as it is for them to learn to use words and eumbers.!

I have worked nlhcl.\‘nuS:uﬁlMuqcummefourmrsand 1 am still fascinated
by what Pm leaming about the power of ubjects to cducate, Furthermore, the longer
I'm at it, the more I'm convinced that a musewm approach 1o education has a great
deal 1o offer classroom teachers, Unfortunately, learning how to use objects effectively
in your teaching is not quite as easy as falling off a log. As is the case with acquinng
other important reaching skills, it takes both some time and some cffort. To ger right
down to it, whar this mmhthtrunhwmﬁmmﬁmnsﬂuﬂyu
you have already learned to read our printed language. And as in ill development,
there is no room for fudging the basics. The foundation of your being able to use
objects as a teacher is your learning how to use them yourself for your vwn contin-
uing self-educanion.

Since you probably were not trained as a child to read objects, it may be even harder
for you to begin to leam this skill than it will be for your students. But don't worry;
youdnn'thanmhmumunupmhurdumbcginmmeubanywnudun
and as soon as you do begin you can start to reap some of the benefits,

So perhaps as a first step in helping you learn how to teach wirh objects, we should
look at some of the advantages of this approach.
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"READING” PORTRAITURE AT A GLANCE

The two key elements to reading portraits are looking and analyzing.

LOOKING

Sitter
Describe the sitter’s pose

Symbols
What objects are seen in
the portrait?

Adjectives
Use adjectives to
describe the sitter.

Clothing
What clothing is the
sitter wearing?

Medium
What medium was used to
create the portrait?

Setting
What is the setting of the
portrait?

Time Perlod

n what period of history
does the portrait appear to
be set?

ANALYZING

Sitter

Who is the sitter? Why
is this sitter significant to
American history?

Symbols
What might the objects
tell us about the sitter?

Attributes

What personal qualities
might we attribute to
the sitter based on the
portrait?

Clothing

What might the sitter's
clothing tell us about
the sitter’s profession,
personality, socal status,
or place in history?

Artist
Who is the artist? Why
is the artist significant?

Setting

What might the por-
trait’s setting tell us
about the sitter?

Time Period

When was the portrait
created? What was going
on in history when the
portrait was created?



* Smithsonian

NATIONAL MUSEUM

American History

o m;u cm%uaw sees

Home | Archives | Authoers  About

# Recipe of the Week: Julia Child's Sole Meuniére | Main | Cod
liver cil and pink peignaoirs #

October 01, 2009

Using objects with English language learners

1 work at the National Museum of American History in Washington,
D.C. But I spent last year teaching English as a Foreign Language
{EFL) in a public elementary school in rural Taivan. Why would a
self-proclaimed museum nerd leave the Smithsonian to spend a
year in a classroom?

Museum educators love to use objects, artworks, and live
collactions to make connections to the past, with a differant
location, or to get 2 glimpse into the mind of another person.
Trained as such, [ was really curious how I could use objects to
cross cultural and linguistic divides. I loved how the tangible
solidness of objects could tell stories in America, so why not see
how far I could stretch it?

I imagine that what I learned about using objects for English as a
Foreign Language would apply to English as 2 Second Language
(ESL) and English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
students in America, as well.

* A picture's worth a
thousand words: When
having a shared
vocabulary is a
problem, photographs
can serve as important
springboards for
conversation and
sharing content. I know
many ESOL/ESL

teachers are challenged with conveying subject content

(like history or science) to students who are behind in
English language skills and images are one vay to share
information without having words as a boundary. For my
students, this meant using photographs of my childhood
Christmas celebrations to give them a cultural introduction
to me, rather than needing to translate 2 description of

what Christmas was like for me.
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Smithsonian Institution
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The Smithsonian isn’t just one museum...

It Includes 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park and nine research
facilities.

The total number of artifacts, works of art and
specimens in the Smithsonian’s collections
IS estimated at over 137 million!

The Smithsonian
owns 35 million
insect specimens!
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Collections




Collections Database
(collections.si.edu)

> Abraham Lincoln % expand
ARTIST: Unidentified Artist

Add to My List
MEDMUM:

Salted paper print

TYPE: Photograph
* Abraham Lincoln Life Mask by Clark Mills, 1865 » expand
DATE. 1859 ASSOCIATED PERSON: | incoln, Abraham TR
OBJECT NUMBER: .
- PHYSICAL
MPG.88.64 AL on. plaster (overall material)
DATA SOURCE: Mational Portrait Gallery OBJECTHAME: mask, life
VISITOR TAG( 5): . PATE MADE: 1865
No tags yet. be the first! ~ Add Your Tags! D NUMBER: PL*004853
DATA SOURCE: National Museum of American History, Kenneth E. Behring Center
VISITOR TAG(S):
No tags yet. be the first! Add Your Tags!
> Abraham Lincoln's Watch, around 1858 » expand

ASS0OCIATED PERSON: Lincoln, Abraham

Add to My List
PHYSICAL

gold; glass (watch material)

DESCRIPTION:

OBJECT NAME: watch, pockst

1D HUMBER: PL*213098.01

DATA SOURCE: National Museum of American History, Kenneth E. Behring Center
VISITOR TAG{S)

No tags yet. be the first!  Add Your Tags!

> Abraham Lincoln's Top Hat » expand

USER: -
Add to My List

Lincoln, Abraham

PHY SICAL silk (overall material)

DESCRIPTION:

OBJECT NAME: top hat

DATE MADE: mid 19th century

ID NUMBER: PL*9321

DATA SOURCE: National Museum of American History, Kenneth E. Behring Center

VISITOR TAG(S): ) )
Lincoln’s top hat Add Your Tags!
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SCIENTISTS @ THE SMITHSONIAN B Like

=
® * « Allkinds of people become scientists.
" % And scientists do all kinds of things.

' 4 __ ¥  Watch and read about these scientists
- ) atthe Smithsonian. What kind of

/5 ‘ H4 scientist would you like to be?
:‘" - Look for these icons to find:
FROG FOLLOWER video profile extras
Rachel Page Justin Touchon @ ‘ ‘5

SNAIL SLEUTH DINOSAUR HUNTER ART SCIENTISTS BEE TRACKER
Rachel Collin Matthew Carrano The Freer Team Dave Roubik
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Online Searchable Database:
SmithsonianEducation.org

CATORS

* Smithsonian Education Educators | Families | Students

EDU

For Educators Field Trips Professional Development Lesson Plans Resource Library Online Events

WHAT'S

YOUR
PROBLEM?

A LOOK AT THE
ENVIRONMENT
IN YOUR OWN
BACKYARD

Educators

Prepare, Plan, 7uuh

T St Sandaris o e [RTORO

"~ Art & Desxgn Use this search te access more Use this search te find
than 2,000 resources, Enter a word Smithsonian educational resources
or phrase in quotes for best that are aligned to national,

- Science & Technolo
sY results, common core, or state standards. SMITHSON'AN QUESTS
History & Culture Enter Search Term(s) Select Standards May is Asian Pacific American
I - Heritage Month
¢ s \iew the online calendar for
: Language Arts Solect Grade Select Grade listings of events,>>
All Grades v v Invent it Winners!
= CalacrSibiact Congratulations to the winners of
Select Subject L the 2012 Invent It Challenge.=>
All Subjects v = -
Online Conferences: SI Quests
Americans All Series: F Whe
Search » Search » mericans Al ri From Where

I Stand, ==
Advanced Search ==



“Smithsonian In Your Classroom”

Publication

| SMITHSONIAN

IN YOUK CLASSKOOM j
ST S MITHSONIAN

ASSROOM

Making connections between the
Smithsonian collections & experts
to teachable moments

— The Arts
— History
— Culture
— Sclence

...........
________________

i mu\i(




EXPLbRE

series for students and teachers

Video
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Use
Smithsonian
Quests to...

Explore Interests
Build Skills

Try Out New Roles




V' WING-ING IT
A Conversation about Flight

with Dr. John Anderson

and Michael Hulslander
from the National Air
and Space Museum

E D

__ CLASSRGM

Ty

i

* Smithsonian

E Farheen Beg
@TheMrsBeg
Thanks @airandspace @smithsonian had fun w/

#googlehangouts Ss learned how important #aspectratio isl
@ReachTeacher

7:34 PM - 21 May 2014

1 RETWEET 4 FAVORITES

W Follow

+« 13 %



SmithsonianEducation 2 B
Smithsonian - @SmithsonianEdu

Education

Cooll RT @Plummersclass: Our class is
having a Google Hangout lunch w/ the
Smithsonian learning about flight. #cbcsd
pic.twitter.com/4HB1mzSORU

% Reply t3 Retweet % Favorite +++ More

4:43 PM - 27 May 2014 Flag media

Reply to @SmithsonianEdu @Plummersclass



National Museum of American History

Courtesy of Ted Eytan via the -
Creative Commons ,Iice‘nse' '




What do you R
observe about the Se:f?itz:‘:nc:,.m
object? 0

Amount Per Serving
O Caloriesp
% Dally Value®
Total Fat 0g 0%

What is it made of?

When was it used?

What is its purpose?

CONSUMER INFORMATION CALL 1-800-438-2653

PHENYLKETONURICS: CONTAINS PHENYLALANINE

©1997 THE COCA-COLA COMPANY

What story does it
tell?

CARBONATED COLOR,
 PHOSPHORIC ACID, POT.
35}58”5(9 O PROTECY TRSTE), NATURAL !

“Percent Daily Values are
b Q  Lbased ona 2,000 calorie diet
b RS, CITRIC ACID, CAFFE!




How big is the nugget that started the California gold rush?




ENGAGING
STUDENTS

ERIMARY
SOURCES

Soft a

NEGRO GHOSTS

€:3 Smithsonian

National Museum of American History
Kenneth E. Behring Center

Thinkfinity | \mﬁmm

http://historyexplorer.si.edu/
PrimarySources.pdf



Object Portraits
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Object Portraits for Middle School

) .. medical
valuable sentimental D Lo

- 5
y 8

supersti tious

: : A{;{\ valuable b




Object Portraits for Fifth Grade




Object Portraits for Kindergarten







If you walked in my shoes...

WALKED...., . .
an. SHOES Creative Writing Prompts

* Write about a historical event
— from the object’s perspective.

would
you
travel?

your shoes

Pa s * / AN * Write about the person behind
the shoes.

T

you shape  Write about what your shoes
| say about you.




http://historyexplorer.si.edu

Smithsonian’s * **
HISTORY EXPLORER

Lessons & Activities

Interactives & Media

Museum Artifacts Themes

ABOUT | HOW TO USE THIS SITE

Books Teacher Resources Web Links

SIx3D

3D explorations of Smithsonian objects bring us closer than

ever before

FEATURED ARTIFACT

United States National 34 Star Flag

The United States National 34-Star flag was

adopted with the admission of Kansas as the
34th state in January 1861. It was used until
1863 when West Virginia became a state

Learn More RSS Feed

LEARN MORE >>

FEATURED RESOURCES *

Founding Fragments: Star-
= Spangled Souvenirs

Interactives & Media
Learn More

Reading the Flag Maker
Lessons & Activities

Learn More

Interactive Star-Spangled Banner
Interactives & Media

Learn More

Blog Post: Star Spangled Women:
Mary Pickersaill
Reference Materials

Learn More

RSS Feed

u Print D Email this Page [} Share

Explore:
Q

Browse All
Resource Type v
Grade Level X
Historical Era v
Cross-Curricular Connections v

J

JOIN THE CONVERSATION .-

What strategy do you use to help your students
learn about our United States Presidents?
Presidents Day, originally known as Washington's
Birthday, falls on the third Monday of February each year.
Many teachers honor the ..

History Explorer Now on Edmodo!

Even though the Thinkfinity Community will be shutting
down in June 2014, Smithsonian’s History Explorer will
continue to provid

If your school went all digital, what online social
studies resources would vou use?

PLAN YOUR VISIT i |

Bringing your class to the e
museum?

The Schoaol Visits page has
tips and details on events atthe Museum




National Portrait Gallery




Mission

The Smithsonian's National Portrait Gallery tells
the stories of America through the individuals who
have shaped U.S. culture.

The Gallery presents the wonderful diversity of
individuals who have left—and are leaving—their
mark on our country and our culture.



Inquiry and Reading Portraiture
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Elements of Portrayal




Elements of Portrayal

Expression
Hairstyle
Pose/Posture
Clothing
Setting
Objects
Medium
Scale

Artistic Style
Color




“30 Second Look”












Jumping In






Compare and Contrast






Puzzle Activity






Learning to Look Strategies

Compare and Contrast
30 Second Look
Jump-in

Puzzle Activity

O NAME A FEW...







Supporting Language Learning
Using

Smithsonian Online Museum
Resources

National Museum of American History
National Portrait Gallery

Smithsonian Center for Learning & Digital Access Smlths Onlan
September 2014 SERIOUSLY AMAZING®



