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“ 

” 

At the heart of the movement toward 

Open Educational Resources is the 

simple and powerful idea that the 

world’s knowledge is a public good 

and that technology in general, and 

the Worldwide Web in particular, 

provide an extraordinary opportunity 

for everyone to share, use, and re-use 

knowledge. 

— The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 



Overview of Today’s Webinar 

1. WHAT ARE OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES? 

2. GLOBAL STATE OF ACCESS TO EDUCATION 

3. OER AS A TOOL TO EQUALIZE GLOBAL 

EDUCATIONAL ACCESS 

4. HIGH-QUALITY OER 

5. NEXT STEPS 



WHAT ARE OPEN EDUCATIONAL 

RESOURCES? 



Development of the OER Movement 

1973 Joseph Beuys founds the Free International   

          University 

2002 MIT OpenCourseWare project 

2002 UNESCO adopts “OER” term 

2013 Tidewater Community College Z Degree  



Working Definition 

Any type, digital or otherwise 

Any resource that can potentially be used 
for learning 

Copyright is either in the public domain or 
under an open license, such as Creative 
Commons 

Resource must be free 



Definition 

Teaching, learning, and research resources that reside in 

the public domain or have been released under an 

intellectual property license that permits their free use 

and re-purposing by others.  

Open educational resources include full courses, course 

materials, modules, textbooks, streaming videos, tests, 

software, and any other tools, materials, or techniques 

used to support access to knowledge. 

-William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 



Video – Why OER Matters 



Examples of OER 

Course materials 

Course modules 

Entire courses 

Videos 

Tests 

Software  

Online tools 

Materials 

Techniques 

 



About Copyright 



Different Options under Creative 

Commons 



Attribution  

(BY) 

Credit must be given to the 

original creator 

Creative Commons Licensing Options 
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Creative Commons Licensing Options 



Attribution  

(BY) 

Credit must be given to the 

original creator 

NoDerivatives 

(ND) 

Work cannot be changed or 

altered 

ShareAlike 

(SA) 

If work is shared, it must be 

shared with same 

permissions 

NonCommercial 

(NC) 

This work cannot be used to 

make money 

Creative Commons Licensing Options 



CC0 



Creating A License 



Different Options under Creative 

Commons 

This work by Melanie Brooks is licensed under a 

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-

ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 



GLOBAL STATE OF EDUCATION 



GDP per Capita 

Emilfaro [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 



World Literacy Rates 

I, Andrew pmk [GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) or CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/)], via Wikimedia Commons 



GDP per Capita vs. Literacy Rates 

Emilfaro [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 
I, Andrew pmk [GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) or 

CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/)], 

via Wikimedia Commons 



OER as a Tool to Equalize Global 

Educational Access 



Textbook Costs 

U.S.  

 65% didn’t buy a textbook 

because of cost 

 48% didn’t take a specific 

class because of textbook 

cost 

Latin America 

 In Brazil 

 Books = 67% of the 

minimum wage 

 In Argentina 

 Books = 46% of total 

family income 



Traditional Model 

 Insufficient and 

expensive materials 

 Linguistically and 

contextually limited 

 Difficult to distribute 

 



OER Model 

 Many freely available 

materials 

 Educators can publish, reuse, 

alter, translate 

 Multiple distribution channels 



HIGH-QUALITY OER 
Free, all free! 



Online Resources Should 

Encourage reflection 

Enable dialogue 

Foster collaboration 

Apply theory to practice 

Create a community of peers 

Enable creativity 

Motivate the learner 

                                   Grainne Conole (2013) 







Download Textbooks 

College Open Textbooks 

Flat World Knowledge 

 



Create Textbooks & Materials 

cK-12 

 



OER Commons 



Create Textbooks & Materials 

cK-12 

OER Commons 

Curiki 

OpenStax 

 







MOOCs 

Foster content skills 

Discipline-specific language skills 

B2+ learners 



The Canvas Network 



Future Learn 



Coursera 



EdX 



Khan Academy 



MOOC Support – Learning Circles 

Website to create in-person groups to 

augment online learning 

Anyone can be a facilitator 

Facilitator tools to send emails, reminders, 

SMS, collaborate with others globally 



Create Your Own Online Course 

Canvas by Instructure 

Moodle 

Sakai 

Weebly for Educators 



Creative Commons Search 



NEXT STEPS 



What You Can Do 

Advocate for institutions and governments 

to support/mandate OER 

Collaborate, create, and license your work 

through Creative Commons 

 




