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What is Adapting?

://daolagupu.blogspot.com/2009/06/illustration-friday-adapt_02.html
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Adapting textbooks

Modifying content

Adding or deleting content
Reorganizing content
Addressing omissions

Modifying tasks
Extending tasks

Source: The Role of Textbooks in a Language Program
Jack C. Richards from www.professorjackrichards.com
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Adapting a Sample Activity

Prepositions of Time (At, In, On)

e At: Specific Time (At 7 o’clock)

* In: Longer periods of time, e.g. months & years
(In April, In 1974)

* On: Days, Dates (On Monday, On Jan 29th)

Write 2 sentences each for at, in and on
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Adapting a Sample Activity
Why?

* Not interactive enough

* Learners need more context
e Students require motivation
* Integrate skills
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Adapting a Sample Activity
How?
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Adapting a Sample Activity
How?
* Not interactive enough
— Provide communicative activity

* Learners need more context
— Offer appropriate text

e Students require motivation

— Link activity to students’ interests

* Integrate skills
— Design different tasks
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Considerations

Class Size

Learner Preferences

Student Level

Teach Learners, Not the Textbook
Culture

Students Aren’t Communicating
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Class Size

* How big is your average class size?
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Class Size

What are some of the biggest challenges with
teaching large classes?
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Class Size

Challenges with large classes
e Student talk time

* Attention and feedback from teacher

* Hearing and seeing the teacher, board/screen
e Sharing resources
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Class Size

In this example, which of these challenges would
apply to your classroom?

e Student talk time

* Attention and feedback from teacher
* Hearing and seeing the teacher, board/screen
e Sharing resources

* Some or all of the above

Source: American Headway, L. and John S., Oxford
University Press, 2" Ed, Level 2, Unit 1
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Class Size Recommendations

Create listening groups with mixed abilities
Shift seating between listenings

Jigsaw listening activity/information gap
Offer mixed skills activities
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Learner Preferences

(Reid, “Learning Style Preferences of ESL Students,” 87-103)

INIZl AMERICAN ENGLISH



Learner Preferences

What type of learning do you usually prefer?
* Visual
* Auditory
* Kinesthetic
* Tactile
* |t depends
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) WORD POWER chores and activities

A Find two other words or phrases from the list that usmally
go with cach verb

the bed & vacstion apood time atrip shopping
a ot of fun the dishes dancing the lsundry  some photocoples

o my homewors
po  Pawing

bhave @ party
- make @ phone cal
take @ day of

B Circle the things you did last wookend. Then compare with a partner.

A 1 went bowling with my fnends and had 2 good time.

Source: Interchange Third Edition 1 © 2005 Cambridge University Press
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Learner Preferences
Tactile

| woke up and made my bed.

After that, | went shopping downtown at the mall and had
lunch.

| then hurried home and did my homework until 9 o’clock.

| later went dancing with my friends at the Wazoo nightclub.
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) WORD POWER chores and activities

A Find two other words or phrases from the list that usmally
go with cach verb

the bed & vacstion apood time atrip shopping
a ot of fun the dishes dancing the lsundry  some photocoples

o my homewors
po  Pawing

bhave @ party
- make @ phone cal
take @ day of

B Circle the things you did last wookend. Then compare with a partner.

A 1 went bowling with my fnends and had 2 good time.

Source: Interchange Third Edition 1 © 2005 Cambridge University Press

INI3 AMERICAN ENGLISH



Learner Preferences
Visual (Partner Pictures)
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Learner Preferences
Visual (Storyboard)
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Learner Preferences
Visual

Collocation Wheels
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Learner Preferences
Auditory
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Learner Preferences
Auditory

Dictoglossus

INIZ AMERICAN ENGLISH



O N A WNE

Learner Preferences
Auditory

Dictoglossus
Objective
Pair students
Get ready to take notes
Read text (normal speed)
Read text again
Students work in small groups
Students read to each other
Teacher shows text
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Learner Preferences
Auditory

Dictoglossus

INIZ AMERICAN ENGLISH



Learner Preferences
Auditory

Dictoglossus

This morning after | made my bed, | heard my son
make a phone call. He was talking with his
friend. | was busy doing the dishes in the kitchen.
He then told me he and his friends wanted to
take a vacation to New York. | said, “No way! At
the most, you and your friends can have a party
at our house and go bowling.”
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Learner Preferences
Kinesthetic

* Mini-Dramas
* Pairing Students

e Walk and Write

" AMERICAN ENGLISH




Student Level

Do you feel that your classes have mixed ability
levels? What effect does this have?
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Student Level

* Song: “Good Morning, New Orleans”
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Picture from Google Maps “Good Morning, New Orleans” by Kermit Ruffins,

Sing Out Loud, American Rhythms, Office of English
Language Programs, U.S. Department of State
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What could you do to this activity to adapt it to
your students’ levels?

Good Moming, New Oreans: Listening Gap Fill
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Student Level

* What could you do to this activity to adapt it
to your students’ levels?

— Play song in segments
— Let students work in teams
— Give some of the letters of the missing words
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Student Level

What other activities could you develop using
this song or the ideas in the song?
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Student LeveI — Speakmg (Four Corners)
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Student Level - Writing

e Scrambled sentences

* Imagine the life story of the singer and write a
short story about him

* Write the next verse of the song
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Teach Learners, Not the Textbook

Source: publicdomainpictures.net: Petr Kratochvil
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Scan the acrticke. Whieve o&d the throe ovents occor?

Teach Learners, Not the Textbook

Loving in a Sorcign caliurce can be exciang, bus
it can also be confusing. A group of Americans
who taught Englah in other comantries recendly
discassed their expersences. They decidied thar
mascommunscations were always possible, cven
m-m!ﬁng'dnﬂ&'m' and “mo.”
On her Bost day in Micronosa, Lsa though
were ignoning ber roeguests. The day was

. and she moodod 2 cold drink. She went into a
stoee and akod, “ Do you have cold dnnke®™ The
woman there dida’t say anything. Lia repheascd
the guestion. Still the woman said nothing, Laa
gave up and keft the store. She later learned thar
the woman had answered her: She had raised
her cychrows, which in Migoncaa means “yes.”
Thas reminded Jan of an expenence she had 1o
Bulgara. She bad 10 a restaurant char was
known for s . She asioed the waiver,
“Do you have souffed cabbage today?™ He noddied
his head. Jan cagerdy wamed, bux the cabbage never
camne. In thae country, 2 nod means “no™
Jomn had a sssmalar problom wihen he asrived an
India. Aficr explaining something in dass, he asked
has soadonts of thoy undenstood. respondod
wich many difforent oods and shakes of the head.

He sssamed soene peopie had not underssood., so he
cxplained agxin. When he alood apain if they
found our dhar his svodens did anderscand. I
India, poople nad and shade dheir beads in diffcrcen
ways deponding oa where they coene froen. You
Mwwkmn&nzmuﬁoa\ww

if they are indicansg “yes™ o “na”

A

Read the article. Then answer the questions.

1 WYWhat wore thosws Amoricans Aoine i o2 hor cotnnt raos™

Source: Interchange Third Edition 3 © 2005 Cambridge University Press



Teach Learners, Not the Textbook

Paraphrasing
» Several readings/reading with several paragraphs
 Divide class into pairs/small groups

e Students write down most important words

Students retell reading/paragraph

* Exchange
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Teach Learners, Not the Textbook
Adapting Dialogues

€) CONVERSATION Would youmind...?

A ¥ Liston and practice.

Source: Interchange Third Edition 3 © 2005 Cambridge University Press

Rod: Hello,
Jana: Hi, Rod. This is Jana,
Rod: Oh, M, Jana, What's up?

Jana: I'm going to my best friend’s woedding this
weekond. I'd love to take some pictures
for his Web site. Would you mind if |
borrowed your new digital camera?

Rod: Um, no. That's OK, | guess. | don't
think Il need it for anything.

Jana: Thanks a million.

Rod: Sure. Uh, have you used a digital camera
before” [t's sort of complicated,

Jana: Uh-huh, sure, a couple of times. Would it be OK
if I picked it up on Friday night?

Rod: Yeah, I guess so.

INIZ AMERICAN ENGLISH




Think of a dialogue as a proposal

instead of a model.
_Littlejohn, 1998
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“Consider Questions”

. What is Rod and Jana’s relationship? What words or
phrases indicate their relationship in the dialogue?

How does Rod feel about lending his camera to Jana?
What words/phrases indicate this?

. What else could Jana say to make Rod feel more
comfortable about lending his camera?

Imagine you are Rod. What could you say to refuse
Jana’s request in a polite way.
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Teach Learners, Not the Textbook
Adapting Dialogues

€) CONVERSATION Would youmind...?

A ¥ Liston and practice.

Source: Interchange Third Edition 3 © 2005 Cambridge University Press

Rod: Hello,
Jana: Hi, Rod. This is Jana,
Rod: Oh, M, Jana, What's up?

Jana: I'm going to my best friend’s woedding this
weekond. I'd love to take some pictures
for his Web site. Would you mind if |
borrowed your new digital camera?

Rod: Um, no. That's OK, | guess. | don't
think Il need it for anything.

Jana: Thanks a million.

Rod: Sure. Uh, have you used a digital camera
before” [t's sort of complicated,

Jana: Uh-huh, sure, a couple of times. Would it be OK
if I picked it up on Friday night?

Rod: Yeah, I guess so.
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Culture

How often do you adapt your textbooks and
materials because of cultural reasons?

* Almost always
* Frequently

* Sometimes

* Rarely

* Never
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ARE WE HAVING FUNYET?

Dy Ryon Lavy

BEFORE YOU READ
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L

™

Levy, Ryan. Are we having fun yet? American Themes: An
Anthology of Young Adult Literature. Office of English
Language Programs, U.S. Department of State.



Now You Create

1. Make up a lesson how you would teach Englsh to children, ages
six to eyght.
2. Draw some picturcs that would help you in your teaching,

Accessing English through Stories. U.S. Department of State English
Access Microscholarship Program Student Stories. Edited by Myrtis
Mixon, Randall Imel and Shyam Pandey.

i rr———

Gratitude

Narayanl Dartamd, 14,
Butwad

Once upon a time there was 2 poor family. The mother's name was
Gita and her son’s name was Ram. Gita workeed in 2 boarding school

50 her son could study In that school. Ram was clever and inteligent
and sways stood in first place in school,

One day his cassmates started teasing him because his mother had
a blind eye. They said she looked ke 3 ghost. He was embarrassed.
He wont to his house and shouted at his mother, She asked, “What
happened, my dear son? Why are you angry with me?”

The boy replied: “Don't work in my school. My friends tease me,
calling me the son of the ‘ghost™ Gita felt unhappy. She did not ke
to cause her son 10 be insulted by his friends so she left the school
#0d found a job in another school, She ahways wanted to make her
50N 3 great person. He passed S.L.C. with distinction marks, so he got

2 scholarship to study abwoad. He went 1o America 1o study. However,
he never made a call 10 his mother,

After many years she got her son's contact number and address from
one of his fiends. With the help of the same boy, she went 10 America
to meet her son. When she reached his apartment, his wife opened
the door. The wife called him, but he said, “Who are you? | don't
know you,” 10 his mother.
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Students Aren’t Communicating

2
h.
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Information Gap
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Information Gap

* “Gapping” Exercises

e 4 Window Tables
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Information Gap

is to n?

Mareh she words m the Sirzr colwom 19 the Best avatlabie anpwer i the pecomd colvme,

1) we con make 0 sndmman

Winter 2) you con swim
Vi N
TR Spring 3) we can ride bk
L

1

4) we can fly kites

From: www.esl-galaxy.com



Information Gap
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4 Window Tables

My Partner and Me Only Me

Only My Partner Neither My Partner Nor Me
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Thank you!

Happy adapting!
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