“IM STANDING ON A CORNER.”
ACTIVITIES FOR THE PRESENT PROGRESSIVE

High-Beginner to Advanced

Speaking, writing, grammar (primary focus); listening (secondary focus)

Students will increase their understanding of the present progressive tense in two activities. The first
activity places students in the role of party host and a lost guest where students will develop both their
speaking and listening skills through a map reading exercise. In the second activity, students will practice
their writing skills through writing a letter home about their study abroad in the United States.

e Teacher: whiteboard/chalkboard, markers or chalk, infographic (Appendix 1), city map
(Appendix 2), location cards (Appendix 3), a timing device.
e Students: pencils or pens, notebooks or writing paper.

1. Read through all the materials carefully.

2. The first activity is a speaking activity. The second activity is a writing activity. These activities
can be done in the same class, or you can choose one activity depending on the needs of your
classroom.

3. Students work in pairs for the first activity. Print one map (Appendix 2) and one set of location
cards (Appendix 3) for each pair of students. If you plan to do the activity twice, with students
switching roles, have enough copies of the map and location cards so that each student receives
one of each

4. The speaking activity has an opportunity for expansion. If you decide to do this expansion
students will choose a local landmark that they can describe to their partner. Prior to class
brainstorm some locations with which students are familiar. If students have trouble deciding on
a landmark, they can choose from those prepared prior to class.

5. This activity uses pair/group work. If you would like to learn more on how to pair or group
students see the April 2015 Teacher’s Corner.

1. Place the Present Progressive Infographic (Appendix 1) on the board. Point to the green box on
the infographic highlighting actions happening now. Ask the students:
a. What are you doing right now?
i. Intheir answers stress the use of will + be+ verb(ing) “I am studying English.”


http://americanenglish.state.gov/resources/teachers-corner-classroom-management
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Have the students practice the form by brainstorming an action. For example: riding a bike. Tell
the students to keep their action a secret.
Have a volunteer come to the front of the class and act out their action to the class.
The other students should guess the action using the present progressive “You are riding a
bicycle.”
After students have had time to practice the present progressive structure, have the students
brainstorm a location in the city that is well known. Tell the students to keep the location a
secret.
Next, have the students stand-up if possible to move around the room and form pairs. If not,
have them pair up with a partner sitting nearby. In each group, designate one student as A and
the other student as B.
Pass out the map (Appendix 2) to student A. On the map are a number of empty spaces. Have
each student A choose an empty space and mark it as their house. Instruct them to keep it
secret from student B.
Give a location card to each of the students in role B. This card should be kept secret from
student A.
In this activity, student A is having a party. The party has begun, but student B has yet to arrive.
In each pair, Student B got lost on the way to the party! Now Student B needs to call their
partner on the phone to help them get directions!
Have the students role play as party host (student A) and the lost guest (student B). Student B
can use the clues on the location card to communicate their location to student A. Student A can
then find the location on the map and then give directions to student B to find their house.
Encourage students to use the progressive tense as they engage in the role play. For example:

a. Student A: “Where are you? We are having a party.”

b. Student B: “I was walking to the party and got lost! Can you help?”

c. Student A: “Can you describe where you are?”

d. Student B: (looking at location card) “Well, people are sitting outside drinking coffee and

tea.”
e. Student A: “Oh, you are near the coffee shop! | live next to Pleasant View Apartments
across the street!”

For an added challenge, have the students face away from each other and rely on voice alone
like in an actual phone call.
Once students have finished, have them switch roles. Pass out new maps and location cards and
do the activity again.
Optional Expansion: For additional practice have students brainstorm a location in their own
town. They can then repeat the activity without a map and location cards and instead do the
activity based on their own community.

This activity can be completed in class or used as a homework activity to practice the present
progressive.

Have the students brainstorm a location in the United States where they would like to complete
a study abroad.

Write a date in the near future on the board. Inform the students that they will leave for the
United States on this date.
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Next, write a date six months from the first date on the board. Inform the students that they
have been in the United States for six months now and they are going to write a letter home to
their family or a friend.

In the letter the students should describe what they are currently doing in the United States.
They should include what they are doing in school as well as any hobbies or activities they are
doing outside of school as well.

Encourage students to be as creative as they can using as many details and activities as possible.
Once students have written their letter, they can “send” it to a classmate. After they have
traded letters and read them, the students can they report on the activities of their friend in the
United States to provide extra speaking opportunities.
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Appendix 1: Present Progressive Infographic

PRESENT PROGRESSIVE

algo krown ag PRESENT CONTINOUS

is/am/are + verb-ing

g remember that usually STATIVE VERBS
oD . are NOT used in the progressive (-ing) form
U

Longer Actions in
Progress Now

She's studying to be
adoctor.

He's training for a
marathon.
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Appendix 2: City Map
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Appendix 3: Location Cards

Location: ???
People (eat) chocolate

People (talk) about
movies

People (return) from
work

Location: ?7??

People (carry)
suitcases

People (ride) bicycles

People (fish) in a river

Location: ?7?7?
People (drink) coffee
People (play) in a park

People (carry) sports
equipment

Location: ???
People (carry) bags
Kids (walk) with books

Teachers (talk) with
students
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PRESENT PROGRESSIVE

alfo krown as present contivuous

am/is/are + verb-ing

Remember: usually STATIVE VERBS
are NOT used in the progressive (-ing) form.

Longer Actions in
Progress Now

She's studying to be
a doctor.

He's training for a
marathon.
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